
STAFF REPORT

The Georgia man accused
of being drunk and causing
an automobile crash
in November 2012
that killed 76-year-old
Kenneth Guess of
Marion was jailed last
week after appearing
in Crittenden Circuit
Court for a pre-trial
conference. 

Thomas Adam
Sanders, 23, of Clay-
ton, Ga., appeared in
court with his attorney, Marcy
Day, of Henderson. Until re-
cently, injuries of his own re-
ceived in the wreck had
prevented Sanders from being

incarcerated pending trial. He
had been free on bond until
last Thursday at which time

his bond was effec-
tively revoked and he
was ordered to jail
until his trial begins
on May 28 in Critten-
den Circuit Court.

Sanders was in-
dicted in March 2013
and arraigned the fol-
lowing month.

Several members of
the victim's family

were in the courtroom for last
week's proceedings, as were
Sanders' parents. 

Guess was a lifelong farmer
in the Crittenden County

community of Frances and
has a large family, all of whom
still live in the county.

Sanders was residing in
Marion 14 months ago at the
time of the wreck on U.S. 641
near the city limits. He had
been working here as a farm
hand and casual laborer.
Friends say he had originally
been attracted to the area be-
cause of its deer hunting.

Guess' wife Hazel, who was
injured in the head-on colli-
sion, was also in the court-
room last week. She was
badly injured in the wreck
and hospitalized for several
days following the crash.

Sanders was also in an

Evansville hospital for several
days in the fall of 2012 before
being released and going back
to Georgia, where his family
lives. He has since recuper-
ated enough to be held in jail,
Commonwealth Attorney Zac
Greenwell said. Therefore, his
conditional bond was revoked.

Sanders is charged with
aggravated DUI, second-de-
gree manslaughter and sec-

ond-degree assault. He faces
up to 20 years in prison, if
convicted.

Sanders' attorney told the
court that her client continues
to have lingering medical com-
plications related to the crash.
She asked that the Crittenden
County Detention Center ad-
here to recommendations for
Sanders' special medical
needs.

His next court appearance
will be May 8. Another private
attorney who specializes in
defending DUI cases is ex-
pected to join the case, Day
told the court. 

The trial is set for May 28-
30.
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Traffic fatalities
down last year

Highway fatalities in Ken-
tucky declined in 2013 to their
lowest level in 64 years.

Kentucky Office of Highway
Safety preliminary figures indi-
cate 635 people lost their lives
on Kentucky roadways during
the year, down from 746 in
2012. It was the lowest total
since 1949, when 573 fatalities
were recorded.The figures will
remain classified as preliminary
until all highway crash data is
collected. A final report is ex-
pected by April.

Only one death in Crittenden
County was attributed to in-
juries received in a traffic acci-
dent.

Jail keeping up
inmate numbers 

Despite the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections being low
on the number of inmates it has
to offer local jails certified to
hold state prisoners, Crittenden
County Jailer Phil Parker has
been keeping Crittenden County
Detention Center filled.

“We’re at 100-percent ca-
pacity today,” Parker told Crit-
tenden Fiscal Court Tuesday of
the 133-bed facility.

That is good news for magis-
trates and Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom. Jail revenue de-
pends on payments made to
the county for housing state
and federal inmates, as well as
prisoners from other counties.
At press time, there were 101
state and three federal inmates
housed in the local jail.

The lockup is averaging 129
inmates in January. It averaged
132 in December and 135 in
November.

Clarification 
A story in last week’s issue

of The Crittenden Press regard-
ing Marion Police Department’s
newest officer requires a clarifi-
cation. 

The article suggested that of-
ficer Heath Martin, who is pas-
tor at Cave Springs General
Baptist Church, was given a
schedule to allow him to work
around his duties at the church.
However, Martin is currently on
a Tuesday to Saturday shift only
because he is paired with field
training officer Bobby West,
who happens to work that
schedule.

Marion Police Chief Ray
O’Neal said once Martin com-
pletes his police academy train-
ing, he cannot be guaranateed
any particular shift.

Public meetings 
- Crittenden County Board of

Education meets for its regular
monthly meeting at 6 p.m.
Tuesday in Crittenden County
High School’s library.

This week’s poll at The
Press Online asked, “Should
state lawmakers incrementally
increase the minimum wage in
Kentucky from $7.25 to
$10.10 per hour over the next
three years as proposed?” The
polling was almost an even
split between those for and
against an increase. The re-
sults were as follows:

- Yes: 48%
- No: 47%
- Uncertain: 5%

What’s your opinion?
Web poll results

facebook.com/Thecrittendenpress
twitter.com/crittendenpress

thepress@the-press.com
270.965.3191

open weekdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Murder trial set
The Marion man accused of killing

his half-brother last August had his
trial date set in court last week. See
Page 3 for the complete story as well
as more court news.

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Despite the frigid temps,
things are starting to warm
up in Frankfort.

Last week, lawmakers cast
their first votes for bills in the
Kentucky House and Senate
during what was the second
week of the 2014 session of
the General Assembly. And
debate on some of the big is-
sues this year has just
begun.

Betting on casinos
"Are you in favor of permit-

ting the General Assembly to
pass laws authorizing casino
gaming?"

That would be the simple

question asked of voters in
November if a bill to let Ken-
tuckians decide the fate of
expanding gambling in the
state gains approval in the
Legislature this year. A ma-
jority of popular votes in favor
of the question would ap-
prove a constitutional
amendment to allow casinos.

House Speaker Pro Tem
Larry Clark’s (D-Louisville)
House Bill 67 would place the
question on the ballot while a

companion bill, HB 68, would
provide the specifics for ex-
panding gaming should vot-
ers OK the measure at the
ballot box.

Clark feels allowing ex-
panding gambling is the ideal
approach to solving Ken-
tucky's budget woes.

"...(T)his is the best and
easiest way to do it," he said
in a hearing last week.

A longtime supporter of
casino-style gambling, Gov.
Steve Beshear has warned
that he's willing to make
"harmful cuts" to unspecified
programs if more revenue is
not generated to help fund
education in the common-
wealth.

There is also a proposal
filed in the Senate, SB 33, to
ask voters whether they
would like to amend the con-
stitution to allow expanding
gaming. 

It would take a three-fifths
majority in each chamber to
pass any legislation to put a
proposed constitutional
amendment on the ballot.

Felony voting
Non-violent convicted

felons should have their right
to vote automatically restored
once the punishment for
their crime has been served,
claims Rep. Jesse Crenshaw
(D-Lexington) in HB 70. 

To allow those convicted

felons the right to vote, a con-
stitutional amendment would
have to be approved at ballot
boxes statewide. The legisla-
tion enjoys the support of
U.S. Sen. Rand Paul, a Ken-
tucky Republican.

Felons must currently file
a petition with the governor
to seek a return of voting
rights.

Last Thursday, the bill
passed the full House 82-12.
Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)
voted against the measure.

The bill, which would af-
fect about 180,000 felons, is
now before the Senate. Such
a bill has failed to pass that

Local lawmakers cast 1st votes of session; casinos bills heard

2014 Legislative
Session

Kentucky General Assembly
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Sanders

Man accused in fatal DUI accident sent to jail

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

One positive thing about the
Internet is its ability to allow indi-
viduals to connect with one an-
other within a global community.
Social networking sites have
made the world smaller as com-
munication has become easier,
whether it’s across this country or
across the Atlantic. 

Last summer, Crittenden
County residents Adam and
Leslea Barnes were contacted by
an author from England via Face-
book. The author, Ian Castle, in-

quired about using some of
Leslea’s French and Indian War

re-enactment
photographs for
his new book,
“Fort William
Henry 1755-57:
A Battle, Two
Sieges and
Bloody Mas-
sacre,” 

The book,
made available
through Osprey

Publishing in late 2013,  chroni-
cles the French and Indian War

massacre in the Hudson River
Valley fictionalized in the novel
and movie “The Last of the Mohi-
cans.” Castle found the photo-
graphs on Facebook and thought
they would be perfect for inclusion
in his book. 

The Barnes family became in-
volved seven years ago in French
and Indian War re-enactments,
frequently taking part in events.
They have participated in re-
enacements that have taken them
on weekend trips from Michigan

Picture perfect...
Local woman’s photos used in published book

U.S. 641
funding
rests with
legislators
STAFF REPORT

The near future of the second phase of
the U.S. 641 relocation project now rests
with lawmakers in Frankfort.

Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said a funding request for the final
design work and right-of-way purchase for
the second leg of the project has been entered
by Kentucky Transportation Cabinet officials
to be included in the state’s new two-year
road plan. At press
time, that road plan
was expected to have
been be submitted by
today (Thursday). 

Newcom was hoping
for at least a request to
fund final design of
Phase 2 from Fredonia
to U.S. 62 near Ed-
dyville, but came away
from a Friday meeting
with transportation of-
ficials in Paducah with
a pleasant surprise.

"I was pleased to hear that they had ac-
tually asked for all that,” Newcom said of the
proposal to purchase four lanes of right-of-
way through Caldwell and Lyon counties.

Altogether, the funding request is roughly
$14 million, he said.

Funding for road plan proposals will be
decided upon by lawmakers during the cur-
rent session of the General Assembly, which
adjourns April 15. According to officials with
the Kentucky Legislative Research Commis-
sion, the two-year road plan is submitted as
a part of the state’s biennial budget, which
was handed to the House this week.

Only funding for U.S. 641 and other
transportation projects will be voted upon by
the full House and Senate and ultimately
sent to the governor for approval. Legislators
do not vote on specifics of transporation
plans such as routing of a new road, but can
determine the future of projects through ap-
proval or rejection of requested funding.

“Once it gets to the Legislature, they can
do pretty much anything they want,” Trans-
portation Cabinet spokesman Keith Todd

Barnes

Crittenden Countian Leslea Barnes’ photography has earned her publication in a non-fiction book about
the French and Indian War. One of her photos, shown above, captures a vicious attack on her husband,
Adam, during a French and Indian War re-enactment. This and other pictures by Barnes were used in the
book “Fort William Henry 1755-57: A Battle, Two Sieges and Bloody Massacre.”

See BARNES/Page 12

Sports fellowship brings 
Godly message | Page 3

See U.S. 641/Page 9

Financing
education

Gov. Steve Beshear
unveils a two-year
budget proposal that
combines harsh cuts
and strategic borrowing
to create funding for
historic proposals that
support Kentucky’s
schools and workforce.
See Page 9.



This past week saw legis-
lation begin to be heard in
both committee and in the
full House of Representa-
tives. 

House Bill 70 would put a
constitutional amendment on
the ballot this fall for voters
to decide whether 180,000
Kentuckians convicted of a
felony and who have com-
pleted their sentence should
have their voting rights re-
stored. This was passed in
the House and sent to the
Senate. 

The bill would not allow
those convicted of crimes
such as murder or rape to
get back their voting rights,
and in a show of bipartisan-
ship, a Democrat and a Re-
publican co-sponsored the
bill.

While I understand the
reasons for this bill being
brought forth, I voted against
it because there was no pro-
vision that addressed multi-
ple offenders nor was there a
waiting period after the sen-
tence had been served before
the voting rights would be re-
stored.  Should the Senate
amend the bill, I will take an-
other look at it.

For those of you who read
my update regularly, you will
be pleased to see that I have
nothing to say about gas

taxes this week!
Several bills were filed for

which I am a co-sponsor.
One, HB 198, would suspend
the parental and visitation
rights of a person convicted
of sexual abuse if the victim
of the crime conceives and
delivers a child due to the
horrendous criminal act.  

Another, HB 200, would
put elections in Kentucky
back on a four-year cycle by
allowing the next set of
statewide constitutional offi-
cers to serve a one-time, five-
year term. This will save
taxpayer funds by going back
to the old election calendar
and also give Kentuckians a
break from the seemingly
endless cycle of elections. I
see no reason that the gover-
nor and other constitutional
officers should have an elec-
tion when no other elected
offices are on the ballot.

A committee meeting was
held in the Senate about le-

galizing medical marijuana.
It will be very interesting to
see if the bill is voted out of
the Senate and sent to the
House for its consideration.
If it were, I would expect a
lively debate both in commit-
tee and the full House.

By the time this update is
published, the governor will
have presented his budget
proposals to a joint session of
the General Assembly, and
the main reason for this
year’s session will begin to be
discussed. 

I am anxious to see the
specifics of the governor’s
proposal. As I indicated last
week, I am afraid that he will
propose expanded gambling
as the way to fund education,
and I think this is a bad idea.

I believe that it is time for
state employees who have
not received a raise in the
past five or six years to re-
ceive one, and I will work to
try to get that put in the
budget. It will be difficult be-
cause of the continued slow
economic recovery the com-
monwealth is seeing, but I
believe it is the right thing to
do.

As always, thank you for
reading my updates and
thank you for contacting me
with your concerns and
thoughtful suggestions. I re-

main honored to represent
you in the Kentucky House
of Representatives, and your
input helps me make deci-
sions that best represent the
views of the 4th District. 

(Rep. Bechler is a first-term
Republican representative
from Marion. He represents
House District 4, which is
comprised of Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Caldwell and a por-
tion of Christian County.)
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Pay raise deserved by certain state employees

The second week of the
2014 regular session of the
Kentucky General Assembly
saw schedules packed with
meetings, rallies, press con-
ferences and hearings on
bills. We met with con-
stituents, citizen groups and
fellow lawmakers as we
began vetting proposed legis-
lation.

It is an involved process
that, for successful bills, will
include committee approval,
passage by both the House
and the Senate, reconcilia-
tion of differences between
the two chambers and sign-
ing by the governor. The
journey to the law books is a
long one, but at week’s end
several important measures
were well on their way.

One of the first bills
passed by the Senate this
week would help Kentuck-
ians in medically-under-
served areas receive better
access to quality healthcare.
Senate Bill 7 would allow
some nurse practitioners to
independently prescribe rou-
tine medicines, but not con-
trolled substances.

The bill would establish
an advisory committee for a
Collaborative Agreement for
APRN Prescriptive Authority
for Non-Scheduled Drugs
(CAPA-NS) process between
APRNs and collaborating
physicians. The committee
could make recommenda-
tions to nursing and medical
boards and assist nurse
practitioners in finding col-
laborating physicians to com-
plete the CAPA-NS.

Under the bill, nurse prac-
titioners who have practiced

for at least four years would
be allowed to prescribe com-
mon non-narcotic medication
without a collaborative agree-
ment with a doctor. 

Many Kentuckians in
rural parts of the state rely
on nurse practitioners for
routine care. And surely, ex-
perienced APRNs do not need
a doctor to sign off on every
antibiotic or decongestant
they prescribe. We hope this
measure will ease the burden
on patients and their practi-
tioners.

The Commonwealth has
seen a sharp upsurge in
heroin abuse in recent years,
and heroin overdose deaths
have increased more than
six-fold since 2011. Though I
am not satisfied with all the
provisions, SB 5 is a step for-
ward in combating the new
epidemic.

The measure would allo-
cate funds for treatment of
heroin and opiate addiction
and require Medicaid to cover
treatment options. It would
also allow first responders to
administer the life-saving
drug Naloxone to overdose
victims and provide “good
Samaritans” a measure of
legal immunity when seeking
medical care for someone
who has overdosed.  

Other provisions of SB 5
aim to crack down on those
high-level dealers of heroin
and methamphetamine, re-
quiring they serve at least
half their sentence before
being eligible for probation.  

Our message is clear: We
will not tolerate the abuse of
drugs – of any kind – in our
state. No pain-pill pipeline.
No meth-lab Mecca. And no
heroin highway either. We
will continue to fight until
they are all shut down.

SB 5 now heads to the
House where it will continue
to be vetted and where, I
hope, that chamber will
make improvements to this
legislation.

Though it is still early in
the year, the session is al-
ready getting busy. The pace

will only increase from here.
I encourage you to come to
Frankfort for hearings of in-
terest to you. Citizens are al-
ways welcome in our
committee meetings. If you
cannot drive up, then please
tune in. You can view live-
streaming and archived cov-
erage of legislative
proceedings at www.ket.org.

I will continue to keep you
posted, and ask for your
feedback.To do my job well, I
need to hear from you.

(Sen. Ridley, a Henderson
Democrat, has served in the
Kentucky Senate since 2004
representing Senate District 4,
which is comprised of Critten-
den, Livingston, Caldwell,
Webster, Union and Hender-
son counties.)

Bill takes aim at tackling growing heroin epidemic
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Epic.
That's the word I would

use to describe what has sim-
ply become known as the Ice
Storm.

Sunday marks the fifith
anniversary of that particular
winter storm’s opening volley. 

Last week, we asked visi-
tors to our Facebook page to
give us one word they felt best
describes that disastrous
event from 2009. There were
many good ones that de-
scribed a range of emotions
and conditions.

But for me, the word “epic”
describes the scale of the
event while suggesting there
was a measure of heroism in
the adventure. 

For sure, the biggest disas-
ter in county – indeed, state –
history was grand in scale.
Never before had Mother Na-
ture delivered such a sweep-
ing blow to the community. 

She failed, however, to de-
liver a knockout punch. We
survived and came out on the
other side stronger, wiser and
better prepared.

And we all have someone
to thank, a hero, for going
above and beyond measure
during that worst of times.
Whether it is the leadership of
the community, the National
Guard, the police, the utility
crews who endured weeks of
marathon days to get the
power grid restored, a neigh-
bor with a chainsaw, a

stranger with a four-wheel
drive, family who checked on
one another, friends who
opened their home for warm
shelter or anyone of countless
others who gave a lending
hand in some way, there is
thanks to give.

But we can also give each
of ourselves a pat on the
back. There were three dozen
unfortunate souls who lost
their lives in Kentucky due to
the Ice Storm, but in this
county – our community – not
a single person perished re-
lated to the disaster. There
were serious struggles, yes,
but we persevered. 

That, my friends, is no
small miracle.

For anyone who lived
through the Ice Storm, it is
forever etched into their mem-
ory. We still carry with us
even the smallest of details…
like an eerily quiet and dark

night with only the thunder of
cracking tree limbs and the
twinkling stars overhead en-
gaging our senses. 

And still today, though five
years later, even the slightest
wintry forecast has us twitch-
ing with apprehension and
praying to be spared from an-
other ice storm.

In other words, the Ice
Storm had a powerful impact.

Everybody who experi-
enced it has his or her own
story about the Ice Storm.
Everybody. So in the future,
when we look back 10, 20,
even 50 years from the events
that began unfolding on Jan.
26, 2009, we will have an epic
tale to share.

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of
The Crittenden Press. His col-
umn appears in this newspa-
per periodically. He can be
reached at 965-3191 or the
press@the-press.com.)
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EDITORIAL

Minimum wage 
increase deserves
careful deliberation

Raising the minimum wage can be a thorny issue
among politicians, as well as their constituents. That
can be evidenced by the results of our informal
weekly online poll, where voters were pretty evenly
split on the issue – 48 percent for an increase, 47
percent against.

A proposal rests in the Kentucky General Assem-
bly to incrementally up the minimum wage in the
commonwealth from $7.25 to $10.10 per hour over
the next three years. The proposal coincides with a
bill in Washington championed by congressional De-
mocrats to raise the federal minimum wage by the
same amount.

Kentucky House Bill 1, introduced by Democratic
Speaker of the House Greg Stumbo, has yet to face a
vote, but it is sure to divide lawmakers just the same
as it divides the court of pubic opinion.

To some, the arguments for a raise seem elemen-
tary – those on the bottom of the pay scale deserve
more as the cost of living increases. 

“I think the time has come that we do something
to help these folks who are stuck in these minimum
wage jobs and give them a living wage,” Stumbo said
on opening day of the Legislature. 

There is a basic reasoning on the other side of the
coin, too – higher labor costs for employers will have
a negative effect on the economy.

“That actually is a job killer for the working class,”
Senate Majority Leader Damon Thayer, a Republi-
can, told the Kentucky Enquirer of raising the mini-
mum wage. “What happens is, it raises prices to
consumers, and small businesses are forced to cut
back and lay off employees.”

Both arguments carry water, but the issue is
much more involved. Economics is very complex and
not simply a black or white issue.

Stumbo says 600,000 Kentuckians labor for the
minimum wage, which was last increased in the
state in 2009. He said inflation has eroded the ef-
fects of that increase and another is needed to help
those on the lowest rung of the employment ladder
to make a wage with which they can live.

The issue is shaping up to be a partisan debate in
the statehouse as it is in Washington. For Democ-
rats, it’s a tool to fight poverty and inequity. For Re-
publicans, it is simply a redistribution of wealth and
yet another burden placed on employers still recov-
ering from the Great Recession.

In a letter sent to fellow lawmakers on both sides
of the aisle earlier this month, Stumbo cited a guest
editorial in his hometown newspaper touting the
need for a minimum wage increase in Louisiana,
where the rate is the same as Kentucky’s $7.25 per
hour. The editorial decried the rationalization that
an increase would cost businesses too much and
even noted a poll that claimed 67 percent of small
business owners across the nation agree that in-
creasing the minimum wage will help the economy.

However, that poll was hardly revealing. It was
conducted by the Small Business Majority, a San
Francisco-based advocacy group for small busi-
nesses that The New York Times suggests is decid-
edly left in its leanings. 

“Small Business Majority is nonpartisan only in
the most technical sense, in that it is not formally al-
lied with any party,” reads a July 8, 2009, article
found on NYTimes.com. “Informally, however, it is
allied with the Democratic Party.”

We find it difficult to believe that two-thirds of
local employers would feel the same enthusiasm as
the Small Business Majority claims about a govern-
ment-ordered increase in wages. 

The fact is, any increase in the cost of doing busi-
ness affects the bottom line. Logic dictates that
many employers are likely to offset mandated wage
increases by cutting workers’ hours or upping the
prices of its products or services. And while those on
an increased minimum wage get a pay raise to offset
such costs, what about those just outside the realm
of the new pay minimum who receive no raise? Their
cost of living just went up while their pay remained
static, lowering the value of their paycheck.

But these facts are not intended to completely dis-
miss the notion of a minimum wage increase.

A 40-hour-a-week employee laboring at $7.25 an
hour earns only $15,080 over the course of a full
year of work. For perspective, the federal poverty
limit for a one-person household is $11,490. For two
people it is $15,510. For each additional person in
the household, it goes up $4,020.

It’s not difficult to argue that there is room for im-
provement on the minimum wage front in Kentucky.
In fact, almost half of the states in the nation cur-
rently have a minimum wage above the federally-
mandated $7.25 per hour. Thirteen states just
raised their minimum wage as of Jan. 1. California
will also do so effective July 1.

But Kentucky is not California, Louisiana nor
Washington State, where the minimum wage of
$9.32 an hour is the highest in the country. Law-
makers in Frankfort must carefully weigh the pros
and cons of mandating an adjustment to the wages
paid by employers in a still-fragile economy.

Decisions should not be based on party plat-
forms, assertions made by bogus “nonpartisan” ad-
vocates or unproven economic predictions made by
self-appointed experts. Sound lawmaking takes
careful consideration, research and compromise.

Ice Storm provides ‘epic’ stories

Staying in touch
Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)

702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Kentucky Legislature’s website
www.lrc.ky.gov

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

Bill Status Line
(866) 840-2835

Calendar (Meetings) Line
(800) 633-9650

TTY Message Line
(800) 896-0305
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STAFF REPORT

Webster County attorney
Ben Leonard has announced
his candidacy for 5th Judi-
cial Circuit Family Court
Judge. The circuit includes
Crittenden, Union and Web-
ster counties. 

Current Family Court
Judge William E. Mitchell
will be retiring at the end of
his current term. Brandi
Hagan Rogers of Marion and
Laura Alvey Peak of Morgan-
field have also filed to seek
the judgeship.

Leonard is the sole practi-
tioner and owner of Leonard
Law Firm in Providence. He
has been actively practicing
law for nearly a decade and
his representation has in-
cluded every area of family
law from adoptions, serving
as a guardian for neglected
and abused children, repre-
senting litigants in contested
custody and divorce cases,
handling child support and
paternity matters, mediating
family conflict and more.  

He has handled family law
cases from the trial level
through the appeals process. 

"Family law encompasses
more than one area of law,"
Leonard said.

It involves families dealing
with bankruptcies, collec-
tions, business issues, con-
tractual matters, real estate
transactions, along with
other varied areas of law, he
explained.  

Because he practices fre-
quently in these areas,
Leonard believes he has a
unique viewpoint on the var-
ious matters that a family
court judge deals with daily.

“Healthy families form the
basis of a healthy society,”
he said. “When families are
in conflict, experience and
patient consideration are
some of the keys to lessen
the long-term impact on
those individuals involved."  

As family court judge,
Leonard said he wants to
protect children, mitigate
harm to the family unit, pro-
mote access to the court sys-
tem and consistently
demonstrate a strong work
ethic, compassion and fair-
ness.  

Leonard attended Eastern

Kentucky University, where
he graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in business ad-
ministration; the University
of Memphis, where he grad-
uated with a master’s degree
in business administration;

and St. Louis
University,
where he re-
ceived his
law degree. 

He was
p r e s e n t e d
awards in
academic ex-
cellence in
civil proce-
dure and

legal research and writing.
He was also selected as a
member for the Institute for
Managing Emerging Tech-
nology. 

He is a member of the
Kentucky Bar Association.
He is licensed to practice be-
fore the U.S. District Court,
is chairman of the Provi-
dence Tourism Commission,
is a former board member of
the child advocacy center
and is counsel to the Paul
Ford scholarship board. 

In his private practice, he
represents individuals from
Crittenden, Union and Web-
ster counties as well as indi-
viduals throughout western
Kentucky. Additionally, he
represents the City of Stur-
gis, City of Clay, City of
Dixon, City of Dawson
Springs, Webster County
Ambulance Board, banks
and churches. 

Leonard lives in Provi-
dence with his wife, Allison,
and daughter, Millie.

Capitol
Cinemas
203 W. Main St. • Princeton, KY

SHOW INFO 365-7900
www.capitolcinemasofprinceton.com

Lowest Price In First-Run Movies

Frozen
Fri. 6:30 • Sat. 2, 6:30

Sun. 2 • Mon. & Wed. 6:30 

10 Academy Award Nominations 
Including Best Picture

Sandra Bullock & George Clooney

Gravity
Fri. 6:45, 9 • Sat. 2, 4:15, 6:45, 9

Sun. 2, 4:15, 6:45 
Mon.-Thur. 6:30

Captain Phillips
Fri. 8:45 • Sat. 4:15, 8:45

Sun. 4:15, 6:45
Tue. & Thur. 6:30

Family Animated Adventure

The Nut Job
Sat. 2, 4:15, 6:45, 9
Sun. 2, 4:15, 6:45
Mon.-Thur. 6:30

PG-13

Starts Friday, Jan. 17

PG

PG

PG-13

STAFF REPORT

Without knowing what the
other had planned to speak
about, the two featured guests
weaved a homogeneous
sports-oriented and spirit-dri-
ven theme at Sunday's second
annual Rocket Basketball Fel-
lowship at Life in Christ
Church.

Crittenden County High
School senior Maggie Collins,
who plays center on the bas-
ketball team, warmed up the
crowd with her personal testi-
mony and discussion of how
to achieve dreams through
God's grace and energy.

"We're never too old to
dream," Collins said, citing
scripture about the aged Old
Testament patriarch Abra-
ham, who was called on by
God to become a father of a
son and of many nations at
99.

"Do you want to be com-
mon or unique?" Collins
asked the crowd of about 200
gathered at the church on
U.S. 641 south of Marion. She
challenged teammates, par-
ents, fans and guests to let
God do his work within hearts

in order to
give them the
strength and
will to
achieve un-
c o m m o n
dreams.

Lea Wise
Prewitt, the
e v e n t ' s
k e y n o t e
s p e a k e r ,

picked up on that same theme
and urged dreaming big with-
out the hesitation that comes
with considering failure.

"You miss 100 percent of
the shots you don't take," she
said. "Don't be afraid to fail. A
lot of great people in the Bible
failed. Look at David, Jonah
and Peter."

Prewitt was an All-SEC
basketball player at the Uni-

versity of Kentucky after play-
ing high school ball in Lexing-
ton in the 1970s. She went on
to become head coach at Cen-
tre College where Lady Rocket
coach Shannon Hodge played.
Prewitte and Hodge were part
of a team that went to the
NCAA Division III Final Four
in 1989.

Wise said the toughest
thing for a high school athlete
is riding home from a game
with his or her father, which
drew a healthy chuckle from
the crowd.

Her advice to student-ath-
letes was to "own your suc-
cess and your failures." In
other words, work hard to
achieve goals, and never

blame anyone else – including
your coach – for failing to get
there.

If you miss a foul shot,
don't blame your coach be-
cause you only worked on it
five minutes in practice yes-
terday. If you aren't shooting
100 free throws on your own
every day, then you're never

going to be a good free throw
shooter, she said.

In addition to the speakers,
the church's praise and wor-
ship band delighted the
guests. Pastor Chris McDon-
ald and his wife Sue, the
church's youth minister, say
they hope to host a similar
event every year.
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Five individuals were sen-
tenced to prison last week on
a variety of charges, some for
new charges and others for vi-
olating terms of their proba-
tions.

Circuit Judge Rene
Williams presided over the fol-
lowing cases:

- Ambie C. Cotton, 30, of
Princeton was formally sen-
tenced last Thursday to three
years in prison. She had
pleaded guilty in October to a
charge of second-degree traf-
ficking in a controlled sub-
stance, a Class D felony.

Commonwealth Attorney Zac
Greenwell recommended the
sentence, but will not oppose
shock probation. Her attor-
ney, Lindell Choat of Ed-
dyville, said he intends to file
a motion for shock probation.

Cotton, who was already
jailed on an unrelated charge
in Lyon County, sold 10 hy-
drocodone tablets to a cooper-
ating witness on Sept. 27,
2012, at a location south of
Dycusburg in rural Critten-
den County. The charge was
brought by Pennyrile Area
Narcotics Task Force officer
Mike Lantrip of Eddyville. She

was ordered to make $50
restitution to the task force.

- Shaun W. Brasher, 25, of
Marion was sentenced to one
year in prison on a conviction
of first-degree promoting con-
traband, a Class D felony; and
12 months each for two Class
A misdemeanors: second-de-
gree promoting contraband
and third-degree possession
of a controlled substance. The
terms are to run concurrently,
but consecutively with an un-
related case in another
county. Brasher was caught
smuggling cigarettes and
drugs into the Crittenden

County Detention Center.
- James A. Sutton, 28, of

Marion was sentenced to
three years in prison for theft.
An appeal by his attorney,
Don Thomas, for probation
was denied, and he was re-
manded into the custody of
the Kentucky Department of
Corrections. Sutton was also
ordered to pay restitution in
the amount of $2,900. He had
pleaded guilty to stealing jew-
elry from a Fords Ferry Road
residence on June 3 and sell-
ing the items at a Princeton
pawn shop.

- Stephen Spurlin, 25, of

Marion pleaded guilty to sec-
ond-degree trafficking in a
controlled substance, second
offense. He was sentenced to
two years in prison and or-
dered to pay $180 restitution
to the Pennyrile Area Nar-
cotics Task Force, which
made the arrest. The sentence
is to run consecutive to a sep-
arate conviction in another
county and a previous convic-
tion in Crittenden County for
which Spurlin's probation was
revoked last week. The entire
sentence equates to about 12
years in prison. Spurlin
waived formal sentencing and

was remanded into the cus-
tody of the Department of Cor-
rections.

- Judge Williams revoked
the probation of Gary D.
Moore, 43, of Marion, who
was originally charged with
drug and alcohol offenses in
2011. Since that time, testi-
mony by a probation officer
and court records indicate
that Moore has twice violated
terms of his probation. The
latest incident involved his
being dismissed from a reha-
bilitation program. Moore will
be re-sentenced at a later
date.

Judge sentences five last week in circuit court 

STAFF REPORT

The trial of a Marion man
accused of killing his half-
brother in August is set for four
days in March of next
year.

Britt Deckert, 26, of
Marion is accused of
attacking and murder-
ing Almanzo "A.J."
Vasseur at a home
they shared with other
family members on
Depot Street in Marion. 

Crittenden Circuit
Judge Rene Williams
set the trial for Thursday and
Friday, March 26-27, 2015, and
Monday and Tuesday, March
30-31, 2015.

Deckert's next court ap-
pearance will be a pretrial con-
ference in March of this year, a
full 12 months ahead of his
trial.

Judge Williams also denied
a motion by Deckert's attorney
asking for a gun seized as evi-
dence in the case to be re-

leased to its rightful
owner. Public De-
fender Paul Sysol ar-
gued that the gun was
not used in the inci-
dent, and it belongs to
the defendant's father.

Commonwealth At-
torney Zac Greenwell
said that because of
the seriousness and
nature of the case, he

urged the court to at this time
deny the request for releasing
any evidentiary items seized by
police.

The court agreed to review
another motion by defense
counsel for testing additional
evidence seized in the investi-
gation.

Deckert

Prewitt

Above, those in attendance at
Sunday’s second annual

Rocket Basketball Fellowship
at Life in Christ Church listen

to the music of a worship
band. At right, featured

speaker Maggie Collins, who
plays center on the Lady Rock-

ets’ basketball team, delivers
her message to the audience.

Sports fellowship brings Godly message Accused killer to stand
trial in March of next year

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Brown’s Country Store in
Burna will hold a grand
opening at 4 p.m. today
(Thursday) for its U.S. Postal
Service Village Post Office
(VPO) located inside the
store. 

Owner Melissa Brown said
the postal service contacted
the convenience store about
setting up a VPO because
they were looking for an es-
tablished business that
would open early and close
late and could sell items such
as stamps and flat rate
boxes. The store is open from
5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Mon-
day through Saturday. 

A mail drop box will also
be placed at the store’s loca-
tion. Postal officials said mail
will be picked up by a carrier
six days a week. 

Last fall, the postal service
reduced the hours of opera-
tion at the Burna Post Office,
which is now open from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays and
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. While there aren’t any
plans to close Burna’s post
office, the establishment of a
VPO provides additional time
for residents to purchase
postal items if they are un-
able to visit the post office
during normal business
hours. 

The U.S. Postal Service
announced the concept of the
VPO in July 2011 as a way to
continue providing conven-
ient access to postal products
and services in more rural
communities across the na-

tion where there is no post of-
fice or where one has had its
operating hours reduced.

Burna isn’t the only area
community that uses the
services of a VPO. After the
post office in Fredonia saw a

reduction in its business
hours last year, a VPO was
established at Fredonia Food
and More convenience store. 

Manager Donna Funari
said customers have enjoyed
the convenience of purchas-
ing stamps and Priority Mail
boxes. A postal carrier also
comes each day to collect
outgoing mail at their loca-
tion. 

There are now more than
480 VPOs in the United
States.

But the new VPO in Burna
is just the latest convenience
added for customers of
Brown’s Country Store,
which also offers a full
restaurant and deli. 

In April, plans include cre-
ating a farmer’s market
around the store’s parking
area. Brown said the goal is
to help support the commu-
nity and its local producers
and emphasized Livingston
County doesn’t have a large
farmer’s market located on
U.S. 60. 

“Everybody gardens in the
summer and they always
have extras left over. It will
help the people who don’t
have time to garden,” Brown
said. “They will still get it
fresh and local. They can
drive down the road and see
where their food comes from.
It’s really nice that way.”

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Melissa Brown, owner of Brown’s Country Store in Burna, said
customers will now have the added convenience of purchasing
stamps and flat rate boxes through the business’ designation as
a U.S. Postal Service Village Post Office. Patrons will also be able
to mail items at the convenience store.

Village Post Office to open today in Burna

Leonard

Leonard announces run
for family court judge

Crittenden County Grand Jury hands down three indictments

Visit The Crittenden Press on Facebook at
Facebook.com/TheCrittendenPress

Also find us at Twitter.com/CrittendenPress

STAFF REPORT

The Crittenden County
Grand Jury has determined
that – at least in one case –
spitting at a police officer
who is making an arrest, is
not a felonious crime.

A case where Jason J.
Rushing, 32, of Marion was
accused of spitting at Crit-
tenden County Deputy Ray
Agent was heard by the
grand jury last week during
its monthly proceedings. One
dozen jurists determined that
there was not enough evi-
dence to continue prosecu-
tion of the case in Crittenden
Circuit Court as a felony. In

fact, they dismissed that par-
ticular charge which had
been filed against Rushing on
Nov. 25 and remanded his
case back to Crittenden Dis-
trict Court where the suspect
will still face a misdemeanor
resisting arrest complaint.

According to testimony
during a preliminary hearing
last month, Rushing was
being served a warrant for
non-payment of fines and an
emergency protective order at
his residence on U.S. 60
West when he and Deputy
Agent went to the ground
during a struggle. After Agent
cuffed the suspect, he told

the court Rushing turned
and spit directly at him.

At the time of the prelimi-
nary hearing, County Attor-
ney Rebecca Johnson said it
was of particular interest be-
cause it was the first time
she recalled prosecuting
such a case that involved a
lawman as the alleged victim.
The statute is somewhat
vague as to whether it was
intended to protect police of-
ficers. It more clearly protects
ambulance workers and
emergency responders from
such assaults.

The grand jury handed
down indictments in the fol-

lowing cases:
- James M. Pigg, 32, of

Marion was indicted on three
counts of first-degree wanton
endangerment, Class D
felonies, for allegedly firing a
9mm handgun inside his
home while his wife and two
young children were in the
home. The alleged incident
was investigated by Marion
Police Department on Nov.
27. An additional charge of
first-degree possession of a
controlled substance was
dismissed.

- Shane Franklin, 40, of
Salem was indicted on
charges of third-degree bur-

glary and receiving stolen
property over $10,000, both
Class D felonies. Franklin is
alleged to have taken five au-
tomobile engines from a vic-
tim's garage on Aug. 29. The
engines were valued at about
$4,000, according to court
records. Parts of them were
identified at an area scrap
yard.



chamber in the past.

Election savings
A bill proposing a constitu-

tional amendment that would
save taxpayers millions of dol-
lars in election costs has been
introduced.

SB 27 proposes amending
the constitution to move the
election for statewide consti-
tutional officers such as gov-
ernor to even-numbered years
beginning in 2016. This would
place those elections during
the same year as congres-
sional elections, saving coun-
ties thousands of dollars that
are currently used to host
elections in odd-numbered
years when no other races are
on the ballot.

Crittenden County Clerk
Carolyn Byford estimates it
now costs the county about
$14,000 per election.

Cannabis oil
If you don't like the idea of

legalizing medical marijuana,
how about the plant's oil ex-
tract?

Sen. Julie Denton (R-
Louisville), chair of the Senate
Health and Welfare Commit-
tee, believes a law allowing ex-
tracts from the marijuana
plant have a much better

chance of passing the Legisla-
ture than outright legalizing
the drug for prescription pur-
poses.

Marijuana is touted for its
medicinal benefits for suffer-
ers of chronic pain and other
serious ailments. The oil ex-
tract has a much lower con-
tent of THC, the chemical in
marijuana that produces a
"high."

Heroin woes
Kentucky is plagued by a

serious and growing heroin
problem, and lawmakers want
to stiffen the penalties for traf-
fickers and provide more help
for addicts.

A report from the Kentucky
Office of Drug Control Policy
stated that heroin samples
collected and analyzed by
Kentucky State Police in-
creased from 433 confirmed
submissions in 2010 to 1,349
in 2012.

Furthermore, in the gover-
nor's State of the Common-
wealth Address on Jan. 7, he
pointed out that there were
only 22 deadly heroin over-
doses in Kentucky in 2011.
However, in the first nine
months of last year, there
were 170.

SB 5, which aims to tackle
the problems of heroin,
passed the Senate 36-0 last
Thursday and now rests with
the House. Sen. Dorsey Ridley

(D-Henderson) voted in favor
of the bill.

Prescription for ails
SB 7 would allow nurse

practitioners to prescribe cer-
tain drugs to patients in order
to address a growing shortage
of doctors, particularly in
rural areas across the state.
Nurse practitioners with at
least four years’ experience
would be allowed to prescribe
common daily medications
without a doctor’s collabora-
tive consent.

With the Affordable Care
Act increasing the number of
insured Kentuckians and
Medicaid patients, the burden
on the medical system is ex-
pected to further increase.

The measure passed the
Senate 37-1 last Thursday
and awaits a House vote. Sen.
Ridley voted yes.

No proof required
Legislation was introduced

last week to no longer require
drivers in the state to carry
proof of insurance in most
cases.

HB 218 would direct law
enforcement to check the Au-
tomated Vehicle Information
System, or AVIS, accessible in
their patrol vehicles via com-
puter. The burden of proof
would no longer force drivers
to fumble through their wallet
or glovebox during a traffic

stop.
The bill, filed by Rep. Ken

Upchurch (R-Montecello),
makes exceptions for proof of
insurance. It would require
any Kentuckian who pur-
chases a new or pre-owned
car or changes insurance car-
riers to carry documented
proof in their vehicle for the
first 45 days of ownership.

SESSION
Continued from Page 1

January & February Special
Mention or Bring In This Ad & Receive 

20% Off 
Spay, Neuter or Dental

Call To Schedule Your Pet’s Appointment!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 270-965-2777

Thomas G. Shemwell 
D.V.M.  

3841 US Hwy. 60 West 
Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2257
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We are still anxiously
awaiting a new Farm Bill, as
are probably you. Hopefully,
soon we will have something
in place, and we can start
sharing what all the new or
re-offered options will be. 

Right now, we are trying
to update any changes that
have come in, so please, if
you have changes, let us
know as soon as possible.

High tunnel conference
The University of Ken-

tucky Cooperative Extension
Service will be hosting a con-
ference “Maximizing High
Tunnel Vegetable Profitabil-
ity” from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday at the Kentucky
Dam Village State Resort
Park in Gilbertsville.

The cost is $20 per per-
son, which includes lunch.
The classes offered will be In-
troduction to High Tunnel
Production; In-Ground
Tomato Varieties; Disease
Control and Insect Control;
Greens, Cukes, Colored Bell
Peppers and Other Opportu-

nities; and Economic and
Marketing Considerations for
High Tunnel Produce.  

For reservations or more
information, contact Susan
Fox at the Lyon County Ex-
tension Service (270) 388-
2341.    

Power of attorney
For those who find it diffi-

cult to visit the county office
because of work schedules,
distance, health, etc., FSA
has a power of attorney form
available that allows produc-
ers to designate another per-
son to conduct business at
the office. 

If interested, contact our

office at (270) 988-2180 or
any FSA office for more infor-
mation. 

FSA emergency loans
Livingston County was

named as a contiguous
county with the Presidential
Disaster Designation M4157
for the damages suffered
Nov. 17, 2013, in 15 Illinois
counties. Under this desig-
nation, producers with oper-
ations in any primary or
contiguous county are eligi-
ble to apply for low interest
emergency loans. 

Emergency loans help
producers recover from pro-
duction and physical losses
due to drought, flooding and
other natural disasters or
quarantine. Producers have
until July 28 to apply for
emergency loan assistance.

The Farm Service Agency
will consider each loan appli-
cation on its own merits, tak-
ing into account the extent of
losses, security available and
repayment ability. Producers
can borrow up to 100 per-

cent of actual production or
physical losses, to a maxi-
mum amount of $500,000. 

There are other types of
loans available to help farm-
ers with production costs
and inputs. 

The farm loan site that
covers Livingston County is
located in Hopkinsville.
Please contact Randall Mor-
gan at (270) 885-5066 for
any additional information
related to emergency loans or
other types of loans avail-
able. 

Upcoming
- Jan. 27: High Tunnel

Conference
- March 1: Last day to

purchase Noninsured Crop
Assistance Program, or NAP,
coverage on grass

(Laura Kessler is the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Farm Service Agency execu-
tive director at the Salem
service center, which serves
both Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties. She can be
reached at (270) 988-2180.)
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High tunnel conference Monday

CCES remodeling
nears completion

As of last Thursday, much of the interior
construction work was complete at Critten-
den County Elementary School. 

The school has been undergoing an ex-
tensive remodeling project since last sum-
mer. 

Officials said exterior work near the
new front entrance is also close to winding
down, as concrete is still being poured and
leveled. 

School officials hope to have much, if
not all, of the remaining work done some-
time in February, weather permitting. How-
ever, it is uncertain when school officials
will move into the redesigned administra-
tive offices and reception area. 

Once accessable, visitors to the school
must enter through the redesigned recep-
tion area and pass through security doors
before entering the main part of the build-
ing. 

STAFF REPORT

Three more local candidates have
filed their paperwork to seek office in
this year’s elections.

Glenn Underdown, a Republican,
turned in his paperwork last week to
make his bid to keep a seat on Crit-
tenden Fiscal Court official. Under-
down will face Junior Martin in the
Republican primary.

Magistrate Curt Buntin, a Demo-
crat, also filed for re-election to his
District 2 post on the fiscal court. 

Danny Fowler, a Democrat, has
filed for magistrate in District 1. 

Elsewhere, Ben Leonard, a Provi-
dence attorney, has filed for 5th Ju-
dicial Circuit Family Court Judge.
Marion attorney Brandi Hagan
Rogers and Morganfield attorney
Laura Alvey Peak have also filed for
the seat on the bench.

In the run for the U.S. Senate,

several candidates have filed. 
On the Democratic side, Alison

Lundergan Grimes, the current Ken-
tucky Secretary of State; Burrel
Charles Farnsley, who ran unsuc-
cessfully for the 3rd Congressional
District seat in 2012; and Gregory
Brent Leichty of Louisville have filed.
They join Tom Recktenwald of
Louisville, who had previously filed.

For the GOP, as expected, Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
has filed to seek re-election. Mc-
Connell has served in the U.S. Sen-
ate since 1985. He will face Matt
Bevin of Louisville and Gurley L.
Martin of Owensboro in the Republi-
can primary.

The filing deadline for candidates
seeking election in partisan races
and nonpartisan judicial races is
Tuesday. The primary election is May
20.

More file candidacy papers;
Tuesday deadline to declare

Crittenden teen hurt
in wreck last week

A Crittenden County
teenager was injured in a sin-
gle-vehicle accident last week
on Ky. 1668.

According to Crittenden
County Sheriff’s Department,
Brittney Buell, 17, was hurt
when her 2012 Toyota Corolla
left the roadway and flipped
several times last Wednesday
night. She was flown by PHI
Air Medical to Deaconess Hos-
pital in Evansville, Ind., for
treatment of her injuries.

While Buell sustained a
back injury, she was dis-
missed from the hospital and
is recovering at home.

Deputy Ray Agent reports
Buell was northbound on Ky.
1668 when for, an unknown
reason, she lost control of the
vehicle. Her foot reportedly be-
came lodged under the brake
preventing her from braking.
The car exited the left side of
the roadway, slid down an
embankment and hit an ele-
vated drive. It then became
airborne and flipped end over
end several times before com-
ing to a rest on its wheels.

The car landed about 100
yards from where it exited the

roadway, the report stated.
Buell was taken by Critten-

den EMS to Marion-Critten-
den County Airport where a
helicopter was awaiting her
for transport to Evansville.

County gets state
aid for road repairs

Crittenden Fiscal Court
has been approved for 80-per-
cent reimbursement from the
state for the cost of removing
hundreds of tons of sandstone
rock blocking Blackburn
Church Road. The state aid
will also cover the expense to
make repairs to the roadway.

The rural road in eastern
Crittenden County reopened
to traffic last week after debris
from a Dec. 23 rock slide was
removed. Major damage to the
road bed also had to be re-
paired before the road could
be made passable.

Belt Construction Co. com-
pleted removal of the boulders
for the same amount as their
$12,000 estimate. Rock and
gravel were used as a tempo-
rary fix to the void in the road
created by the rock slide. The
total cost of the entire project
won’t be known until asphalt
can be placed in the spring to

finalize the repairs. 
Belt Construction, a local

contractor, included in their
work removal of another road-
side boulder that had fallen
from the bluff overlooking the
road several years ago. They
also tested the sturdiness of
some remaining bluff rocks. 

City to receive 911
money from dispute
FROM STAFF AND AP REPORTS

Marion's 911 dispatch cen-
ter is due to receive almost
$10,000 in disputed fees from
a wireless company.

Last week, Gov. Steve
Beshear said Kentucky's 911
call centers will receive more
than $2.9 million as a result
of a ruling on litigation initi-
ated by a state board.

The governor's office said
Jan. 14 the U.S. Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals upheld a
lower court ruling that Trac-
Fone Wireless Inc. improperly
withheld payment of 911 serv-
ice fees to the state's Commer-
cial Mobile Radio Services
(CMRS) Board.

The company disputed the
application of the state 911 fee
on prepaid cellphone service.

Beshear's office says that

in total, the state has recov-
ered more than $4 million in
unremitted state-required 911
cellphone fees.

The recovered funds will be
divided based on a formula
used to distribute funds re-
ceived by the CMRS Board
from a state 911 fee of 70
cents per month on cell
phones. Marion City Adminis-
trator Mark Bryant said the
amount due the local 911
center, operated by the city,
will be $9,600.

Meantime, things are mov-
ing forward with the Marion’s
planned new 911 dispatch
center. Last year, the city was
awarded a $98,750 grant
from the CMRS Board to cre-
ate a new emergency dispatch
center. The larger, better
equipped center that will han-
dle 911 calls and public safety
dispatching will be housed in
the former Peoples Bank
drive-through office under the
roof of Marion City Hall.

The office has been gutted
and is essentially ready for
construction work to begin
once the plan is finalized.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to
move ahead with that very
shortly,” Bryant said of the
project.

NEWS BRIEFS

ATTENTION 
LAND OWNERS

Kentucky land is in demand. Realize full market value
in the sale of your recreational property. Whitetail
Properties offers a diverse platform of selling 
options including conventional listings and 
professional auction services. It’s no mistake that
land sellers across the Midwest have entrusted their
land sale to us. Whitetail Properties has an extensive
network and client base that reaches the entire na-
tion and includes Farmers, Sportsmen, Investors and
Hunting Professionals.

FOR mORE DETAiLS pLEASE CONTACT 
KENTUCKY LAND SpECiALiST, 

mARK WiLLiAmS (270) 836-0819

KENTUCKY LAND FOR SALE
CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 181 ACRES - $371,000 - Excellent habi-
tat and trophy management. With tillable ground for food and
income with a great hunting cabin and stellar views make this
a farm that does not hit the market very often.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 93 ACRES - $148,000 - This farm offers
a ton of quality hunting and recreational potential. Property
is all wooded with just a couple of small openings for food
plots.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 134 ACRES  - $186,900 - High quality
hunting tract comprised of food, cover & water. Great inter-
nal trail system for excellent access and NO road frontage.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 103 ACRES - $237,200 - The genetics of
this property is the right mix for a great hunting property with
income to boot.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 118 ACRES - $195,000 - Outstanding
habitat that is built for deer hunting! A great mixture of open
timber, dense cover, water, and food.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 523 ACRES - Price Reduced to
$834,185 - This super hunting tract combines the best of mul-
tiple habitats for excellent deer and turkey hunting. A small
cabin also resides on the property.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 250 ACRES - Price Reduced.
$1,750/ACRE - 3 ponds, hardwood timber, overgrown fields
and pasture.

www.whitetailproperties.com
trophy properties real estate I dba whitetail properties I licensed in illinois, iowa, kansas, 
kentucky, missouri, san perez, broker I 108 n. monroe I pittsfield, IL 62363 I 217.285-9000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Now that bow season is under way, it's important to keep
scouting. Trail cameras provide an excellent tool for scout-
ing potential new stand locations. We always like to have
a number of stand locations available at any given time.
Use trail cameras to check your stand areas while you're
unable to be there. Keep a daily log of weather conditions
and be especially mindful of wind direction. Compare that
information to the data provided by your camera's time
and date stamp on each photo. By cross-referencing data,
a hunting can build a good pattern of deer movement in
his hunting area.

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY
308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064

(270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER DARRIN TABOR

270-704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

Start The New Year Off 
Right By Listing Your 

Property With Homestead

3 Blocks from Courthouse, 
2 Blocks from Schools

3 bedroom, 2 bath, fenced backyard, 
detached garage, newly remodeled 

with large rooms
West Elm Street Marion 

$79,900
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Dr. Frazer’s legacy marked by dedication to his profession
Although I never knew

Dr. Atchison Frazer, as he
died in 1956, many of the
older generation of the
area remember him and
perhaps were even deliv-
ered by him when they
were born. I have read
many articles about him
and how he is the one that
got the project rolling for
Crittenden County to have
a hospital back in 1943.
The board of directors
wanted to name the hospi-
tal for him, but he de-
clined and didn't want
anyone to think that he
was solely responsible for
it.
Dr. Frazer had been a

tough man, too, but not
rough nor gruff. Even after
his over-burdened heart
forced him into semi-re-
tirement in the 1950s, his
physical stature of 6 feet 1
inch was still straight as a
ramrod. 
He was trim, neat and

spry. The mustache and
goatee he turned out as a
young man give him the
appearance of virile dig-
nity, and the red necktie
lent emphasis to his alert
interest in the world of
men and events. He had
worn red neckties most all
his life, and it is said it
had been a great conven-
ience to his friends and
kinfolks at gift-giving
times. 
He was also known for

his good humor, witty con-
versation and loyalty of
service to his profession. 
Dr. Frazer was more

than a country doctor to
the people of Crittenden,
Caldwell, Livingston and
Webster counties. He was
a zealous crusader for
public health. He was
health officer of Crittenden
County – at $200 a year –
back when the state ap-
propriation for public
health was only $1,000 a
year. For 26 years, he was
chairman of the underpriv-
ileged children committee
of the Marion Kiwanis
Club.
The following interesting

facts and adventures of
Dr. Frazer's youth and
young adulthood were
taken from an old newspa-
per article that was
printed in 1974. It's kind

of like the rest of the story.
***

Thomas Atchison Frazer
was born Nov. 12, 1869,
near Dalton in Hopkins
County. He was the second
oldest of eight boys and
four girls of Thomas A.
Frazer and his wife, Mary
Jane Lynn. Their home
was a story-and-half log
house of yellow poplar
with a two-room ell in the
back. There were six
rooms in all.
The big family grubbed

a fair enough living from
the farm, plus outside
work by the boys. Atchison
stripped tobacco at 40
cents a day, hired out to
tend crops at 50 cents a
day and by age 18, was
making $1 a day at the
sawmill. 
Atchson's first school

was a log room on Lick
Creek, called Solomon's
Temple. There was a fire-
place at one end and a
door at the other. A sec-
tion of one log was cut out
of each side to make win-
dows. There was no glass,
nothing but outside shut-
ters that were opened in
fair weather to let the light
in. The benches were split
logs, with the heart side
up.
The boy never thought

of becoming anything but
a doctor. His imagination
was fired in that direction
by two beloved doctors of
that section – Dr. Ben Earl
of Charleston and Dr.
Samuel H. Leeper of Dal-
ton.
Dr. Earl rode a big roan

saddle mule and wore his
hair to the shoulders. He
sported a high bee gum
hat in the winter and sum-
mer, and the hatband
made an everlasting circu-
lar crease in his hair just
above the ears.
The black-bearded Dr.

Leeper was 6 feet 2 inches,

weighed more than 300
pounds and rode a big
horse.
With so many in the

Frazer family subject to
the ills of flesh, both
physicians were well
known in the household.
They both teased and flat-
tered Atchison by the nick-
name of Doc, after his
boyish tendency to doctor
sick cats and dogs around
the place. 
Fortified by two years of

classical education at Male
and Female Academy in
Providence, the young man
entered Vanderbilt in 1892
for the two-year course
then offered in medicine. It
was during his sojourn
there a crisis arose which,
for a time, seriously
threatened to destroy every
medical school in Ten-
nessee. It developed in this
manner: Each dissecting
class raised $25 to buy its
own cadaver from the jani-
tors who, in turn, obtained
them by whatever method
appeared handiest. The
state was outraged, there-
fore, when a janitor at the
University of Nashville
snatched from an under-
taker's cooling board the
body of a prominent
woman who was visiting
friends in Nashville.
The Tennessee House of

Representatives promptly
passed and sent to the
Senate a bill making it a
penitentiary offense to dis-
sect the lifeless body of a
human. The medical
schools appointed Dr.
Thomas Menease, the
noted professor of obstet-
rics, to plead their case be-
fore the Senate. Dr.
Menease, an eloquent ora-
tor, had been a senator in
the Confederate Congress.
He arose to the occasion
and, in a four-hour ora-
tion, persuaded the sena-
tors to kill the bill.
Dr. Frazer started his

practice in 1894 at Black-
ford in Webster County.
He married Miss Cleo
Nunn, a schoolteacher, in
1895, and moved to Mar-
ion in 1900.
In his six years at

Blackford, however, Dr.
Frazer already had ex-
tended his practice across
Tradewater River into Crit-

tenden County. John
Simpson, ferryman at the
Blackford Ferry, was a
hard man to wake up at
night. Thus foiled on night
calls across the river, Dr.
Frazier would tie his horse
to a sapling, cross the Illi-
nois Central Railroad
bridge on foot, and walk to
his Crittenden County pa-
tients.
One night, however, Dr.

Frazer wished the ferry-
man had slept on, instead
of coming out to set him
across the river. The
Tradewater was high that
night, and the wind was
blowing a hard gale. It
blew their lantern into the
water. Simpson lost con-
trol of his ferry, and the
storm blew it across back-
waters to the mouth of
Hoods Creek. There, it
lodged against some trees.
Dr. Frazer and the ferry-
man stood helpless until
daylight permitted them to
pole the boat back to its
landing.
Dr, Frazer has delivered

4,000 babies. He never lost
a mother in labor, and
never saw but one die in
labor – she was the patient
of another doctor. He was
due to catch one set of
triplets in his first 3,500
cases, but the law of aver-
ages has failed him. He de-
livered one midget,
however, the child of nor-
mal parents. Of late, he
delivered babies whose
mother and grandmother
he also delivered. He has
ministered to five genera-
tions of the Postlethweight
family.
Dr. Frazer has had his

share of emergency sur-
gery under primitive condi-
tions. His two roughest
cases were throat cuttings.
A boy and girl grew up

near Copperas Springs
School as childhood sweet-
hearts. Later, the young
man went to Illinois, mar-
ried a girl there and
brought his bride back
home. His old sweetheart
was enraged at the jilting.
She got her father's razor,
walked to the bridegroom's
house and slashed his
throat. Then she cut her
own throat and fell to the
front porch. They called
Dr. Frazer.

Dr. Frazer stretched the
young man out on the din-
ing-room table, from which
the dinner things had been
hurriedly removed, and
closed the wound with 16
stitches. Then he rapidly
clamped his patient's head
between two sandbags. He
closed the girl's wound
with six stitches. Both got
well, but their romance
was forever breached.
The other cutting was in

a drunken brawl at
Frances. The man's throat
was cut twice. Both
slashes came to a common
point under his chin. Dr.
Frazer used all his surgical
thread on the double cut
and then finished the job
with a spool of black
sewing thread doused in
boiling water. The patient
recovered, but never paid
the doctor a dime.
For that matter, on Dr.

Frazer's books are
$100,000 in bad accounts.
He lost $3,500 worth of
work during his worst
year. Patients either paid
voluntarily or not at all. He

seldom sent bills, never
sued and harbors no
grudges. He wore out in-
numerable horses and 10
automobiles in half a cen-
tury of hard country prac-
tice.
Dr. Frazer was once

asked, "You have seen a
lot of water under the
bridge. What have you
learned from watching it?"
"I don't think I have

learned anything," he
replied. "I have come to the
age when I realize there is
so much to learn, and so
little time to learn it a man
can study his whole life-
time and still die in igno-
rance."

***
Dr. Frazer died Oct. 22,

1956, and is buried at the
Mapleview Cemetery.

(Brenda Underdown is
Crittenden County's histo-
rian and serves on the
board of the historical and
genealogical societies in
the county. She is also ac-
tive in maintaining Critten-
den County Historical
Museum.)
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Dr. T.A. Frazer, shown above, was a well-liked and re-
spected doctor of Marion. In 1943, he was chosen by the
House of Delegates of the Kentucky Medical Association
as the Outstanding General Practitioner of Kentucky. 

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Steve Eskew’s interest in
genealogy began when he
was conducting research on
his own family tree. A mem-
ber of the Crittenden County
Genealogical Society, Eskew
recently added a fourth vol-
ume to his self-published se-
ries entitled “Crittenden
County, Kentucky, Obituaries
and Death Notices.”  Volume
4 includes the years from
1912 to 1917. 

Eskew said the Library of
Congress has made previous
editions of The Crittenden
Press from 1886 to 1922
available online. The infor-
mation was transcribed from
issues of The Crittenden
Press and includes obituaries
from Crittenden and sur-
rounding counties. 

“Since I got into geneal-
ogy, I did some research in
Caldwell County. They had
all of the obituaries and the
notebooks in their library. I
knew we didn’t have any obit-
uaries over here in our ge-
nealogy library. I wanted a
project to work on other than
just my own research,”
Eskew said, adding he
wanted his books made
available to researchers and
those interested in geneal-
ogy. 

In addi-
tion to the
death no-
tices, Eskew
said a lot of
history is
available in
his book se-
ries. During
this period of
journal ism,
details on

causes of deaths were ex-
plained more explicitly and
were sometimes graphic in
detail. 

“Crittenden County, Ken-
tucky, Obituaries and Death
Notices Volume IV: 1912-
1917,” follows previous vol-
umes that cover years from
1886 to 1911. Eskew is cur-
rently working on a fifth vol-
ume, which will include the
years 1918 to 1922. 

Each of Eskew’s four vol-
umes is available to view at
the Crittenden County Public
Library. Copies can also be
purchased at
www.SteveEskew.com/books
or by e-mail at
books@steveeskew.com.
Copies are available in pa-
perback or hardcover edi-
tions. 

Crittenden County histo-
rian Brenda Underdown said
researchers are very fortu-
nate to have the information

Eskew has compiled into
book form. 

“Many times, important
family information was given
in these obituaries that isn’t
available anywhere else,”
Underdown said. “The infor-
mation in the books not only
helps with research, but they
will help document burials of
people that might not have
stones and will preserve the
information for future re-
searchers.” 

Eskew has studied ge-
nealogy for more than 20
years. He received a degree
in computer science and
math from Western Kentucky
University and worked in
New Orleans designing com-
puter programs for banking
systems. He then designed
and installed programs for a
software company that re-
quired him to travel across
the country.

A Crittenden County na-
tive, Eskew said it takes
about six months to complete
each volume of the geneal-
ogy books and believes each
one tells a part of the story of
the county.

“It’s part of us, who we are
and what made us – all these
people,” he said. “It’s impor-
tant not to forget who they
were and what they did.”

Eskew completes fourth volume
of Crittenden County obituaries

STAFF REPORT

Greg Rushing’s message
is clear. Talk  to your kids
about drug abuse. 
Last  week,  the  Critten-

den County Deputy Sheriff
hosted  a  forum  entitled,
“Talk  to  Your  Kids  About
Drugs Before  I Do.” Spon-
sored  by  the  Crittenden
County Coalition for a Drug
Free  Community  and  the
Crittenden County Sheriff’s
Department,  the  Jan.  13
forum  was  aimed  at  par-
ents of local youth.
Crittenden County resi-

dents  Sissy  Conyer  and
Kim  West  both  attended
the  forum  to  learn  more
about the dangers of drug
abuse.  As  parents,  they
plan on joining the Critten-
den County Coalition for a
Drug-Free  Community.
Both women are continuing
their education to work in
drug and alcohol  rehabili-
tation.  They  feel  strongly
that  parents  need  to  be-
come  actively  involved  in
every  aspect  of  their
teenager’s life. 
“I  think  it’s  good  to  be

educated on  it so you can
be  aware  of  what’s  out
there. That’s why I’m here,”
Conyer said. 
Alluding to national sta-

tistics, Rushing  cited pre-
scription drug abuse as the
third  leading  type  of  sub-
stance abuse behind alco-
hol and marijuana. He said
prescription  drug  abuse
has risen because medica-
tion  is  easy  to  obtain,
whether it’s from a relative
or a friend’s medicine cabi-
net.  It  can  also  be  easily
available at an unsuspect-
ing grandparent’s house. 
“Very  few  people  keep

their  medication  locked
up,” Rushing said, empha-
sizing prescription drugs in
the wrong hands is just as
dangerous  and  deadly  as
street drugs. He also ques-
tioned how many individu-
als  actually  count  the
number of pills in their pill
bottles on a regular basis. 
“Nobody wants  to  think

their child or family mem-
ber  has  a  drug  problem,”
Rushing said. “It’s the last

thing  you  want  to  admit.
But it’s a problem that can
affect  anyone  in  the  com-
munity  regardless  of  your
social status.” 
Bullying and peer pres-

sure are often cited as rea-
sons  for  substance  abuse
among teens. Rushing said
academics can be another
factor. The pressure to get
into the right college often
is  too much  for  teenagers
to handle. 
He  warned  that  many

youth start abusing drugs
with inhalants, whether it’s
sniffing glue, paint or cor-
rection  flutes  such  as
White-Out. 
Parents can be proactive

and learn the signs of drug
abuse  by  their  children.
Rushing said indicators in-
clude failing at school, as-
sociating  with  different
friends and changes in per-
sonal  appearance  and
habits. 
He urged parents to talk

with teachers and let them
know about their concerns
and find out if the instruc-

tors  have  noticed  any  dif-
ferences  in their child. He
also encouraged parents to
look  through  their  child’s
belongings  if  they suspect
substance  abuse.  The
deputy stressed that while
it may  be  the  child’s  bed-
room,  it’s  the  parent’s
house. 
When  questioning  the

child  about  substance
abuse,  Rushing  said  to
plan the conversation care-
fully. Being too judgmental
is the quickest way to quiet
the  child  on  the  subject.
Remind  the  child  of  your
support,  but  make  them
understand the behavior is
dangerous and has to stop. 
Rushing also urged indi-

viduals to properly dispose
of  unused  medications  at
Marion  Police Department
or Crittenden County Sher-
iff’s Department.
The next meeting of the

Crittenden  County  Coali-
tion for a Drug-Free Com-
munity will be at 6:30 p.m.,
March  10  at  the  Ed-Tech
Center. 

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Crittenden County Deputy Sheriff Greg Rushing speaks at a
public forum last week at the Ed-Tech Center in Marion. The
forum’s topic was “Talk to Your Kids About Drugs Before I
Do.” Rushing offered advice on how to approach the subject
with your child. 

Rushing encourages open dialogue
about dangers of teen drug abuse

Eskew

Evening Belles holds meeting 
STAFF REPORT

The  Evening  Belles
Homemakers met Jan. 9 at
the  Extension  Office  with
eight members present. 
President  Pat  Carter

called the meeting to order
and  led  the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 
The  inspirational,  read

by  Martha  Fletcher,  was
“I’ve  learned  all  about  life
from a snowman.” 
Myrle  Dunning  con-

ducted  roll  call  with  each
member naming something
they remembered as a child
saving their money to buy. 
Dunning gave the treas-

urers’  report  and  read  a

thank you note from Nancy
Hunt for the Christmas gift.
Carter showed a Christ-

mas  tray  favor  the  club
made  for  patients  in  Crit-
tenden Hospital.
Dunning  introduced  a

program  on  what  women
should  know  about  fi-
nances. 
Refreshments  were  fur-

nished by Carter. 
Algie Richards led bingo

and everyone won a prize. 
The next meeting will be

held Feb. 13, at the Exten-
sion Office. The club meets
the  second  Thursday  of
each  month.  Visitors  are
welcome to attend. 

Babbs
named to 
dean’s list
STAFF REPORT

Taylor Nicole Babbs of
Sturgis has been named to
the fall 2013 dean's list at
Georgetown College in Ken-
tucky.

The dean's list honors un-
dergraduate students who
completed the semester with
at least 12 credit hours and
a 3.7 grade point average,
according to Rosemary
Allen, Ph.D., Georgetown
College's Provost and Aca-
demic Dean. 
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This truly describes the
choice of those who once
knew the Lord and His
saving grace and turned
from Him. Peter described
it as the lowest level of ex-
istence, and it is so very
true.

“For if after they have
escaped the pollutions of
the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled
therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with
them than the beginning,"
reads 2nd Peter 2:20-22.

"For it had been better
for them not to have
known the way of right-
eousness, than, after they
have known it, to turn
from the holy command-
ment delivered unto
them," the chapter contin-
ues. "But it is happened
unto them according to
the true proverb, the dog
is turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that
was washed to her wallow-
ing in the mire.”  

My dogs are loved, but
when they start to eat
their own vomit, I want to
scream and gag myself.

This truth also tells us
that before we knew the
Lord, we were in these de-
plorable conditions and
pollutions of the world.

Satan keeps this truth
from most people, as
many would forsake the
ways of sin if they really
knew from the beginning
just how evil, stupid, igno-
rant and lowdown sin re-
ally makes us.

Since there is no way
any of us can escape
standing before our Maker
and give an account for
our time here on earth, it
is the height of ignorance
to sin against Him at any
time in our lives. We all
know we could be dead
the next minute. 

Sin is doing something

we know is against God’s
instructions for our lives.

Rarely are children
taught the awful payment
and pain sin brings into
our lives one way or an-
other. 

Many are taught right
from wrong and taken to
church. And many have
had good lives lived in
front of them by their par-
ents. But rarely are chil-
dren “trained in the way
they should go so that
when they are old they
will not depart from it," as
Proverbs 22:6 tells us.

Children aren’t made
ashamed of sin. They are
not shown the ignorance,
ugliness, cost and stupid-
ity of sin.

They are not trained to
love God with all their
heart, soul, mind and
body nor trained to love
their neighbors as them-
selves.

Many parents think
just because their chil-
dren were told, prayed
with, read the Bible that is
all they can do. 

They may say, "Well,
after all, I’ve done all I
could do, and when they
are out on their own they
will make up their own
minds. They were taught
and raised right, and the
Bible says they may leave
it, but they will come back
to it before they die.”

Not only is that not in
the Bible, it is a false and
fake salving of their own
conscience and a relief
from responsibility, guilt,
worry or pain. It is also an

ignorance of what the
Bible really says, when
they do fall by the way
side.

The Bible says train the
child. Training is what
parents do to diaper-break
and bottle-break their
child. It is long, tedious,
hard and frustrating, but
the children will not stop
until they are so trained
they will not mess in their
diaper or suck on a bottle.

Regardless of how long
it takes and how many
times they have to start
over, the parents will keep
it up until the child is
trained so well it will be as
much a part of their life as
breathing.

Growing up, I knew
right from wrong, had
strong principles and was
determined to be a Chris-
tian. I had a wonderful
mother and grandmother
who lived Godly in front of
me as well as many aunts
and uncles who also lived
righteously. I feared God,
which the Bible teaches
us to do, but I was not
trained to love God. It
showed in my life for al-
most seven years, and I’ll
always regret not serving
God during those years I
fell for Satan’s lies.

How many times I still
ask myself how I could
ever have been so ignorant
as to live one minute in
sin, as sin makes our ig-
norance stick out like a
sore thumb.

Once you are truly de-
livered from the power of
Satan – and only God can
deliver you – and submit
to the power of the Holy
Spirit, sin truly is seen for
the filth any of it is. You
shudder thinking how stu-
pid you’ve been sinning
against God when you
could have been dead any
minute in those years and
in hell forever. 

Once delivered, the

stench of the filth of any
sin is so repugnant to the
nostrils of your soul you
understand the pain Peter
tells us Lot went through
in Sodom.

“And delivered just Lot,
vexed with the filthy con-
versation of the wicked.
(For that righteous man
dwelling among them, in
seeing and hearing, vexed
his righteous soul from
day to day with their un-
lawful deeds.) The Lord
knoweth how to deliver
the godly out of tempta-
tions, and to reserve the
unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished,”
reads 2 Peter 2:7-9.

"Vexed" is the true de-
scriptive word that says it
all and not only of those
filthy sins. All sin is
throwing God’s love and
all He has done for us to
prove it back in His face. 

“Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatso-
ever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he
that soweth to the flesh
shall of the flesh reap cor-
ruption; and he that
soweth to the Spirit shall
of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting,” Galatians 6:7-8
reads.

How sin vexes my soul.
Sin is to me the slop
bucket of rotting, molding,
stinking garbage that as
kids we use to carry to the
hog trough.

How it grieves my heart
to see so many live the
filth and evil that destroys
love, family, health,
wealth, mind, life and
country. Remember, he
that sows to the flesh,
shall of the flesh reap cor-
ruption!

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick of
Marion shares her views
regularly in this newspa-
per. Her opinions are her
own, and are not necessar-
ily those of the newspa-
per.)

Dog vomit, hog mire is the life of many

Church notes

n Marion Baptist
Church will begin its earlier
service at 8:15 a.m., on
Sunday. Sunday school
will follow at its normal
time at 9:30 a.m., with the
regular service beginning
at 10:45 a.m.

n Mexico Baptist
Church’s clothes closet
will be open 9-11 a.m.,
each Monday instead of
Wednesdays.

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. Apartments immediately available.
DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

    Buffet 
$6.59
Add Small Drink 

89¢

301 Marion Rd., Princeton, KY
 (270) 365-9988

10 Piece 
Chicken Only
$1299
10 PPPPiiii

10 Piece
Chicken Meal
Mix It Any Way You Like

$1899Includes:
2 Large  Sides 
and 4 Biscuits

Gospel 
Gathering Inc.

(Non-profit organization)

To The Churches of Crittenden
County, On August 2 There Will 
Be A Program To Benefit The 
Home Delivery Meal Program.

If Your Church or Business 
Would Like To Participate, Contact:
Earl Jackson at (270) 313-1027

All donations are 100% tax deductible

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A contest sponsored by
first lady Jane Beshear is
inviting students around the
state to submit original art
work and essays.

The Governor's Mansion
Centennial Visual Art and
Essay Contest has a dead-
line of March 14 and a first
prize in essay and art cate-
gories of $100.

The visual art contest is
open to students in grades
kindergarten through 12,
and students can use any
medium to interpret one of
the visual art contest's
themes. Students must sub-
mit digital images of their
work for judging.

The essay contest is open
to students in grades four
through 12.

The Kentucky Governor's
Mansion Centennial Com-
mittee and the Kentucky De-
partment of Education are
also sponsors of the contest.  

Complete contest informa-
tion, rules, judging criteria
and an official entry form are
available online at gover-
norsmansion.ky.gov/centen-
nial/contest/. 

Art, essay contest announced
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OBITUARIES
Lynch

Thomas Glenn Lynch, 46,
of Cedar Hill, Mo., died Jan,
15, 2014, at his home.

He was a
construction
foreman.

Lynch is
survived by
his mother,
Irene Lynch
of St. Louis;
two sons,
R i c h a r d
Higgs and
Sean Higgs,
both of St. Louis; two daugh-
ters, Shayla Lynch of Madi-
son, W.Va., and Lauren
Powers of St. Louis; five
brothers, Roger and wife Reva
Lynch and Frank and wife
Mitzi Lynch, all of St. Louis,
and Jack and wife Sharon
Lynch, James Lynch and
John Lynch, all of Marion; a
sister, Patricia Knight Lynch
of Marion; four grandchil-
dren, Brayden Fisher,
Phoenix Higgs, Roswell Higgs
and Weston Powers; and
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Rance Lynch; a
brother, Robert “Bobby”
Lynch; and a sister, Joyce
Clark.

Graveside services were
Saturday at Deer Creek
Cemetery with Rev. Howard
Jones officiating.

Myers Funeral Home in
Marion was in charge of
arrangements.

Correction
A name was inadvertently

left out of our Roll Call of
Those We Lost in 2013 pub-
lished in the Jan. 9 issue of
The Crittenden Press. Charles
Ray “Bubby” Duvall Jr., 71,
died Feb. 4.

Lynch

Boone
Wanda Sue Boone, 76, of

Evansville, Ind., formerly of
Livingston County, died Jan.
19, 2014, at
St. Mary’s
Medical Cen-
ter in Evans-
ville.

She loved
to travel,
having vis-
ited almost
all 50 states,
and was also
an avid
reader. She retired from AT&T
after more than 30 years of
service and was a member of
the Telephone Pioneers of
America. She was a member
of Washington Street Baptist
Church in Evansville.

Boone is survived by a
brother, Jim and wife Peggy
Sue Edmonds of Ledbetter;
three sisters, Nancy and hus-
band Charles Cooper of Led-
better, Betty and husband
Philip Babb of Kevil and Car-
olyn and husband Chuck
Jones of Springfield,
Tenn.;  and several nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and
great-nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Everett and
Hannah Hendrick Edmonds.

Funeral services were
Wednesday in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors in
Salem. Burial was in the Ed-
monds Cemetery in Liv-
ingston County.

Memorial contributions
may be made to: American
Diabetes Association, 1701 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria,
VA 22311; Edmonds Ceme-
tery, P.O. Box 143, Ledbetter,
KY 42058-0143.

Condolences may also be
left online at BoydFuneral
Directors.com.

Boone

Thank You
The family of Jesse Hughes would like to thank

everyone for the prayers, cards, phone calls and kind-
ness shown to Jesse and his family during his illness
and passing.
Thank you to Bro. Wayne Garvey for a very spe-

cial service, his visits and prayers. Thank you to the
members of Marion United Methodist Church for the
wonderful meal.
A very special thanks to Dr. Greg Maddux and the

nurses for taking such good care of Jesse. Thanks also
to those who sat with him at the hospital and at the
nursing home. Thank you to the staff of Myers Fu-
neral Home for making his service special and to
Daryl Tabor for his two cents worth in The Crittenden
Press. Your words will always remain special to his
family.
Thank you again for all the love and kindness that

has been shown.
The family of Jesse Hughes

The family of Paul A. Davis would like
to thank Pastor Sanders, Pastor Morrow,
the ambulance driver, hospital staff, law
officers, the staff of Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and especially neighbor Jerry Franklin
for his help and support following the re-
cent automobile accident in which my
husband, Paul A. Davis, was killed.

Thank You

is presenting its annual...

FIRESIDE CHAT
January 30 • 6:00 p.m.

Fohs Hall Nunn Room
Kathleen Guess, Art Instructor and

Historian, will be presenting the program
“Andy Warhol & Pop Art”

Light Refreshments • Free Admission

Kim Collyer’s 
Tax Service

535 Youth Camp Rd., Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2045
CALL FOR YOUR 
APPOINTMENT

REGISTERED 
TAX RETURN PREPARER.

14 Years Experience
The IRS does not endorse any particular indivual tax return preparer. 

For more information on tax return preparers go to IRS.gov

The family of Mary Louise Stiller Gross would like to 
express our sincere appreciation for all the prayers, calls, 
visits, cards, food, flowers, gifts and donations from her 
family and friends. Thank you to the Family Practice Clinic 
staff and Dr. H.G. Maddux, Dr. David Hogancamp and Dr.
Keung Ung for the wonderful care you gave her in the last 
six years. Thanks also to the Crittenden EMS staff and the 
staff of Gilbert Funeral Home. A special thank you to Marlon
Hollis for the beautiful song and his beautiful wife Patsy for
being my rock of support. We are grateful to Bro. Butch Gray
and Bro. Roger Waters for their beautiful service. A special
thank you to our church family at Frances Presbyterian Church
for the meal and all your love and concern. God bless.

The May Lou Gross Family

STAFF REPORT

Organizers for the 2014
Relay for Life began prepara-
tions earlier this month for
the annual event. Already,
they’re off to a great start. 

Crittenden County Relay
for Life co-chair Natalie
Parish said 15 teams have
signed up. The goal is to
have 18 teams for this year's
American Cancer Society
fundraising event.

Currently teams signed-
up include: Cali Cares, Cal-
vary Crusaders, Crittenden
County Health Department,
Crittenden Health Systems,
Family Practice Clinic,
Farmers Bank & Trust Co.,
Firefighters (Greg Tabor),

Holland Medical, New Union
(Ditney) Church, Par 4 Plas-
tics, Sugar Pines, Tolu
United Methodist Church,
Walnut Grove Baptist, Mar-
ion Baptist Church and The
People's Bank. 

Parish said this year’s fi-
nancial goal is to raise
$40,000. To sign-up a team
or make a donation, visit 
www.Re lay f o rL i f e . o rg/
crittendenky. 

"The reason relay is so
important to our community
is because when one person
is diagnosed with cancer, so
are their friends, family and
all who know them," Parish
said. "A community behind
the diagnosed person and

their family makes the battle
of cancer more bearable. It
shows sup-
port and re-
assures the
cancer pa-
tient they
are not
alone."

Parish is
appreciative
of the early
help for this
year's Relay.

"I cannot thank Calvary
Baptist enough for hosting
the kick off this year and for
two of their members for
being our guest speakers.
Jennifer Matthews, a cancer
survivor, spoke about her

journey as well as caregiver
Kim Orr, who shared her
family's  journey with her fa-
ther, who is a survivor also,"
Parish said.   

The next meeting for
Relay for Life is scheduled at
5:30 p.m. Feb. 18 at the
Crittenden County Court-
house. This year’s theme is
“Teaming up for a Cure.”

Relay for Life is scheduled
for 6 p.m. May 30 on the
court square in Marion. The
location will be changed to
Rocket Arena in the event of
rain.

Updates on Facebook can
be found by searching for
“Relay for Life Crittenden
County, Ky.”

Relay has 2014 goal of $40,000

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Eligibility requirements for 2014
Community Christmas participation
was discussed at the Crittenden
County Inter-Agency Council meeting
last week. 

Beginning this year,
Community Christmas
participants will have
to attend three Com-
munity Christmas-ap-
proved educational
classes before Oct. 1.
The change in policy
applies to those seek-
ing gift vouchers and
toys and does not
apply to individuals seeking only food
assistance coordinated by Marion Bap-
tist Church. 

Local Community Christmas com-
mittee members said surrounding
counties have been requiring atten-
dance to educational classes for partic-
ipation in their holiday programs for
several years. Committee members in-
dicated the classes should be viewed as
an opportunity for individuals to learn
additional life skills for their families. 

Under the new guidelines, children
ages 12 and under whose guardians at-

tend three educational classes between
February through September will be
the first to have their Angel Tags avail-
able for sponsorship. Community
Christmas committee member Nancy
Hunt said a few large businesses in the
area request a number of Angel Tags
each holiday season, so those families
who have met the class requirement
can have their children sponsored by
them. 

Once those children receive spon-
sorship, the children whose guardians
attended one or two education classes
will have their tags placed on Angel
Trees for sponsorship. 

For parents who do not attend any
Community Christmas-approved
classes, their children’s Angel Tags will
be the last to be placed on trees for
sponsorship.  

Parents who move into the county
after Sept. 1 must attend at least one
class to be eligible to sign-up for Com-
munity Christmas in October. Classes
attended after Oct. 1 will count toward
Community Christmas participation in
2015. 

Each parent of a child can attend
different classes. However, committee
members stressed that if parents sep-
arate or divorce prior to December dis-

tribution, the parent with whom the
children are residing will receive the
gifts. 

Educational classes will begin in
February. The class lists, dates, times
and locations will appear at least two
times each month in The Crittenden
Press. Flyers with class information will
also be sent to agencies for distribution
to clients. And the information will be
included on several agencies’ Facebook
pages and websites, such as the Crit-
tenden County University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service.  

At the start of the 2014-15 academic
year, Community Christmas committee
members plan to have a booth set up
at back-to-school fairs at Crittenden
County Elementary and Middle schools
to explain the policies to parents. 

When parents sign-up for Commu-
nity Christmas each October, they re-
ceive a form indicating it does not
guarantee that their children will re-
ceive sponsorship. However, thanks to
the support of the community, all 254
children signed up did receive sponsor-
ship last Christmas. 

“We’ve been very fortunate the last
couple of years,” Hunt said. “But it will
depend on the number that sign up
and the number of sponsors we have.”  

Community Christmas details ironed out

Parish

Hunt

STAFF REPORT

Last year was a mild and
wet year compared to 2012
when a blistering summer and
prolonged drought left crops
withered and lawns brown.

According to data from the
Kentucky Mesonet weather
and climate monitoring sta-
tion in Crittenden County,
57.35 inches of precipitation
fell in 2013. In 2012, only
34.95 inches of precipitation
were recorded. Average an-
nual precipitation for the
county is just under 50
inches.

The wettest day in 2013
came on Oct. 5 when 4 inches
of rain fell. The wettest month
saw 8.43 inches of precipita-
tion fall in January.

Meantime, a temperature
of 93.5 degrees on Aug. 30
was the highest recorded last
year. By contrast, in 2012,
there were 25 days when the
mercury surpassed that tem-
perature, including 17 days
with temperatures exceeding
100. The lowest temperature
measured was 7.8 degrees
recorded on Dec. 12.

Finally, the windiest day of
2013 was on May 21. A sus-
tained wind speed of 50.5
mph was registered that day.

2013 hotter,
wetter than
year before

Bennett
David C. Bennett, of Lees-

burg, Fla., formerly of Marion,
died Jan. 1, 2014.

He is survived by this wife,
LaVanda Bennett; two sons,
Scott Bennett and Jonathan
Bennett; two daughters, Hollie
Treas and Karrie McReynolds;
and 12 grandchildren.

Bennett was preceded in
death by his parents, Harold
and Edwina Bennett; four
brothers, Donald Richard
“Buddy” Bennett, Eddie Ben-
nett, Ronnie Bennett and Keith
Bennett; and two sisters, Betty
Jo Manley and Deborah Oren-
duff.

Memorial services will be 2
p.m., Satuday at Kingdom Hall
of Jehovah Witness in Draf-
fenville.

Lee
Evelyn Lee, 79, of Salem

died Jan. 21, 2014, at Salem
Springlake Health and Reha-
bilitation Center.

Arrangements at Boyd Fu-
neral Directors in Salem were
incomplete at press time.

Obituary policy
Most obituaries in The

Crittenden Press are pub-
lished at no charge. However,
extended obituaries are avail-
able for a small fee. There is
no charge for use of a photo. 

Thank You
The family of Dorris Driver, who passed away on Jan-

uary 7, 2014, would like to express our heartfelt thanks
and appreciation to all those who supported us in our time
of grief. Thanks for all the visits to the funeral home, flow-
ers, prayers, cards, memorial donations and attendance at
the service. A special thanks to Bro. Rodney Cude and Bro.
Lester Watson for officiating the service. We want to thank
members of Birdsville Baptist Church and all who brought
food to our home and for the meal after the service. Thank
you to Marion Baptist Church for letting us use their
building. A special thanks to the doctors, nurses and staff
at Crittenden Health Systems and Baptist Health for the
care they gave to Dorris. Thanks also to the staff of Gilbert
Funeral Home for their compassion and understanding
shown to our family.

Thanks again,
James Driver; Vicki & Brent Midkiff; 
Grandkids & Great-Grandkids
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After losing a loved one to

death,  individuals  try  to

make sense of it by grieving

and searching for answers.

It can be difficult  for  indi-

viduals to see tomorrow, let

alone what  the  future will

be like for them.  But with

time and support, you carry

on.  The first anniversary of

a  death  in  particular  can

draw  painful  emotions.    It

can be a confusing date for it

is  significant,  but  perhaps

not one that you want to cel-

ebrate, but certainly not one

that you can forget or ignore.

Just  like  the  grieving

process, the experience of an

anniversary  date  will  be

unique  to  each  individual.

The American Hospice Foun-

dation  poses  important

questions  to  ask  when  it

comes  to  the  first  anniver-

sary of a death:

With whom do you want to

share this day?

Family,  friends,  and  co-

workers might  not  remem-

ber  this  date  and  this  is

normal.  Take the opportu-

nity to remind those who are

close  to  you  and/or  those

who were close to your loved

one.

It  is normal to want sup-

port around you for this day,

but it is equally as normal to

want to be by yourself.

What do I want to do this

day?

This  is an opportunity  to

create a tradition to remem-

ber the life of your loved one.

Ask yourself questions that

revolve  around  your  rela-

tionship  with  them.  What

did you like to do with them?

How would they like to be re-

membered? For example,  if

your loved one loved enjoyed

going  to  a  certain  place,

make a  visit  there because

they loved it.

Do  I  want  to  work  as

usual, or should I try to take

the day off?

What will this day look like

for you?   Will  it be hard to

concentrate at work?

It is important to remem-

ber  and  recognize  the  an-

niversary  of  a  death.    Just

because you might want to

ignore it, does not make the

emotions or thoughts about

your  loved  one  go  away.

Give yourself permission to

think about your loved one.

This  day  should  be  impor-

tant to you by remembering

the person you lost.

 

 
 

  

 
  

  

  

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
   

 

  
 

 

  
   

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  

 

Nancy

Hunt
UK Extension 

Family & Consumer
Sciences Agent

H  

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 
 

Homenotes

Anniversary of a death important to recognize 

Community CALENDAR

Thursday, Jan. 23

n Widowed Persons Support
Group will meet at 11 a.m., at
the Cabin and Bait Deli in
Kuttawa. For more informa-
tion contact Princeton Clinic
of Pennyroyal Center at (270)
365-2008, extension 725.
Monday, Jan. 27

n The Quilt Club will meet at
9:30 a.m., at the Extension
Office. The program will be on
the mile-long quilt by Angie
York, Lyon County Extension
Agent for Family and Con-
sumer Sciences. Visitors are
welcome. Call (270) 965-5236
for more information.
Tuesday, Jan. 28

n An informational session

on obtaining financial aid and
grants to Mid-Continent Uni-
versity will be held Jan. 28
and Jan. 30 from 3 to 6 p.m.,
at the Crittenden County Adult
Education Center located at
118A E. Bellville St. in Marion.
In the event of inclement
weather or for more informa-
tion call the university toll free
at 888-MCU-GRAD. 
n Crittenden County Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.,
at the CCHS library.
n A Dave Ramsey Financial
Peace University informa-
tional session will be held at 6
p.m., at the Ed-Tech Center.
Call the center at (270) 965-
9294 for more information. 

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden  County  High
School  Principal  Rhonda
Callaway  was  the  featured
speaker at last week’s meet-
ing of the Crittenden County
Inter-Agency Council. 
Callaway spoke on the im-

portance of communication
at the high school both with
students and with their par-
ents. One of her goals is to
see  more  parent  participa-
tion  in parent-teacher con-
ferences. The principal said
she and school officials have
immersed themselves in so-
cial media, citing it’s some-

thing in which both students
and  their  parents  partici-
pate. 
Callaway also encourages

parents  or  guardians  of
CCHS students who use text
messages to communicate to
join the CCHS Parent Celly
Group. Parents who sign up
receive important reminders
from the high school by text
message.  To  join  the  celly
group,  text  “CCHSParents”
to 23559.
“It’s a very quick way  for

us to send a mass-message
to  parents,”  Callaway  said.
“We also have our One Call

system I use
frequently.”
The school

system  at
one time had
access  to  a
local  cable
channel  to
disseminate
school  an-
n o u n c e -
m e n t s .

Callaway announced at last
Thursday’s meeting the ac-
cess  channel  was  coming
back for the school district’s
use.
“That’s been a mission for

me  to  get  that  back,”  she
said, adding that it’s another
way to enhance communica-
tions about what’s occurring
within the schools. 
Callaway  also  cited  The

CCHS Rocket News Blast, a
weekly electronic newsletter,
as another way the school is
reaching  out  to  help  keep
parents  better  informed  on
their  students’  educational
experience. 
“We spend more time with

our  kids  than  they  get  to
spend  with  their  parents,”
Callaway said. “We feel com-
munication is huge.”

Callaway discusses high school communication
tools at January Inter-Agency Council meeting

50th Anniversary
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas

Leon Sutton of Eddyville cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on Jan. 18. 
Sutton,  son  of  the  late

Kelly and Mable Sutton, and
the  former  Carolyn  Ann
Beck,  daughter  of  the  late
Elbert  and  Kathryn  Beck,
were united in marriage at 4
p.m., Jan. 18, 1964, at New
Bethel  Baptist  Church  in
Eddyville. Rev. J. R. Crowley
officiated  the  double  ring
ceremony.  Attendants were
Rev. and Mrs. Jerrell White. 
They  are  the  parents  of

two sons, Quin Sutton and
wife Amye,  and Brian Sut-
ton, both of Eddyville.  They

have  three  grandchildren:
Auburn  Sutton  of  Owens-
boro and Warron and Taylyn
Sutton both of Eddyville.
Mr. Sutton is retired from

CC Metals and Alloys where
he  worked  as  an  overhead
crane  operator  for  over  40
years. Mrs. Sutton was em-
ployed by the Lyon County
Board  of  Education  for  13
years. The couple resides in
Eddyville.
An anniversary  reception

will be held from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m., at Eddyville First Bap-
tist Church on Jan. 26. All
friends and relatives are in-
vited to attend.  The couple
requests no gifts. 

SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR
Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center is open week-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is
served at 11:30 a.m. each day
and is $3 for those age 60 and
older. Milk, coffee or tea are
available each day. Reserva-
tions are requested.
Every day, the center at 210

North Walker St. in Marion of-
fers billiards, card games, Wii
games and use of the exercise
equipment. Call the center at
965-5229 for further informa-
tion.
This week's activities and

menu include:
- Today: Pastor Terra Sisco

leads Bible study at 10:30
a.m. Menu is roast pork, oven-
brown potatoes and carrots,
broccoli casserole, whole
wheat roll and pineapple fluff.

- Friday: Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m. Menu is oven-fried
chicken, baked sweet potato,
black-eyed peas and fruit cob-
bler.
- Monday: Menu is beef

vegetable soup, egg salad
sandwich on wheat bread,
crackers and fruit cobbler.
- Tuesday: Menu is meat-

loaf, au gratin potatoes, sea-
soned cabbage, cornbread
and peach slices.
- Wednesday: Menu is bar-

becue chicken, whole kernel
corn, green bean casserole,
whole wheat roll and tropical
fruit.
- Next Thursday: Menu is

beef pot roast, oven-brown po-
tatoes with carrots, whole
wheat roll and banana pud-
ding.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Amber Wright and Cole Foster, CCHS students, were finalists
in the Marshall County Invitational Speech Tournament held
at Marshall County High School on Jan. 11. Wright and Foster
were ranked fifth place in improvisational duo and Foster at-
tained a sixth place rank in humorous interpretation. Both stu-
dents will compete in the state tournament in March at UK.  

High honors earned

Callaway

Glore recognized as Veteran of the Month

CCMS SECOND QUARTER HONOR ROLL
All-A Honor Roll

Sixth-grade: Hannah Bell,
Lily Berry, Shelby Brown, Dou-
glas Conger, Kirsten DeBoe,
Jaycie Driver, Lauren Gilchrist,
Kyron Hicks, Ellie McGowan and
Ellie Smith.

Seventh-grade: Hannah
Easley, Paige Gilbert, Caitlyn
Lynch and Shea Martin.

Eighth-grade: Emmalea
Barnes, Landon Brooks, Madi-
son Champion, Mauri Collins,
Madison O’Dell, Dayton Simp-
kins and Samuel Winders.

All-A-and-B Honor Roll
Sixth-grade: Morgan

Barnes, Jaylin Blackburn, Jaimie
Burt, Jayden Carlson, Shelby
Cooper, Cortne Curnel, Gavin
Davidson, Mackenzie Dennis,
Jesika Duncan, Ashleigh
Dunkerson, Caleb Estes, Riley
Gobin, Trinity Hayes, Logan
Henderson, Emma Herrin, Sky-
lar James, Clowey Jones,
Hunter Jones, Michael Kirk, Se-
calie Lopez, Lynzee Lynn, Philip
Parish, Trevor Peppler, Justin
Phillips, Jenna Potter, Kyonna
Ross, Ethan Shaffer, Andrew
Smith, Emmie Smith, Victoria
Starrett, Ethan Stone, Josie
Tapp, Ryan Turner, Tanner Way,

Zackery Weathers and Dillan
West. 

Seventh-grade: Baileah
Barnes, Brandy Book, Hunter
Boone, Jennifer Bricken,
Zachary Claybrooke, Madison
Conger, Hannah Cooksey,
Jesse Curnel, Gavin Dickerson,
Haily DiMaggio, Ethan Dossett,
John Duvall, Devin Ford, Chris
Haire, Hunter Holeman, Drake
Kemper, Travis Kinnis, Matthew
Lynn, David Maness, Marcus
Manns, Devon Nesbitt, Sean
O’Leary, Kenlee Perryman,
Devin Porter, Payton Riley, Pate
Robinson, Joshua Sarles,
Shelby Summers, Sawyer Tow-
ery, Faith Turner, Jenna Wallace,
Leah Williams and McKenzi
Zahrte.

Eighth-grade: Nicole
Adams, Emma Atchison, Baily
Barnes, Adam Beavers, Logan
Belt, Ryan Belt, Rachel Butler,
Trenten Champion, Kylie Collins,
Cruce Collyer, Ross Crider, Clay
Croft, Dawson Doyle, Daryan
Duran, Carsen Easley, Lauryn
Faulkner, Kaitlyn Hicks, Mason
Hunt, Thomas Jacobs, Baylee
Priest, Noah Sallin, Makensie
Simpkins, Matthew Spannuth,
Tyson Steele, Clay Stevens,
Christian White, Corbin Wilson
and Kaitlyn Young.

STAFF REPORT

Douglas Leon "D.L." Glore
has been named veteran of
the month  for  January  by
American  Legion  Post  217
in Burna.
Glore is a resident of Liv-

ingston County, a Vietnam
veteran  and  a  member  of
the Legion post, serving as
sergeant-at-arms.
"He  has  not  only  served

our  country  well  but  also
exhibits  outstanding  serv-
ice to our Post and commu-
nity,"  said  Faye  Gibson,
president  of  the  post's
women's  auxiliary.  "We

truly  appreciate Mr. Glore
for his outstanding service
to our country."
Born  on  Aug.  11,  1945,

Glore married Victoria Dale
Pugh on Nov. 6, 1965, just
nine days before he left for
boot  camp  after  being
drafted into the U.S. Army.
His  basic  training  was  at
Fort Hood,  Texas. He  also
had  advanced  training  at
Fort Bragg, N.C., where he
trained  with  the  Green
Berets.
Glore  was  assigned  to  a

field  artillery  unit  and

served  a  tour  in  Vietnam
from  1966  to  1967. When
he  arrived  in  country,  he
lost  his  best  friend  in  the
process  of  unloading  even
before arriving at the base.
"This  was  a  tragedy  he

will  always  remember,"
Gibson said.
During his tour of duty in

Vietnam,  Glore  drove  an
ammo  truck,  and  he  and
five other men were on pa-
trol the rest of the time. He
was a forward observer.
"As  he  told  me,  he  was

mortared  every  night  and

shot at every day," Gibson
said. "Most nights, he slept
on  the  ground.  The  only
time he went into town was
to service his truck."
Glore  received  many

medals  for his  service,  in-
cluding a medal from South
Vietnam for valor.
After  military  service,

Glore went to school to be-
come a mechanic. He went
on  to  work  as  a  guard  at
the  Kentucky  State  Peni-
tentiary  in  Eddyville.  He
also spent some time as a
miner and carpenter.

The Tumble Extreme tumble
team competed in Lexington
on Jan. 11 at Heritage Hall.
Members received the fol-
lowing placements: (back
row, from left) Trinity Hayes,
second place tumbling,
fourth place trampoline,
third place double-mini;
Sissy Collins, first place
tumbling, first place trampo-
line, fourth place double-
mini;  Michaela West, second
place tumbling, fourth place
trampoline, second place
double-mini; (center row)
Riley Summers, fourth place
tumbling, fourth place tram-
poline, third place double-
mini; Belle Minton,  first
place tumbling, second
place trampoline, third place
double-mini. Minton also re-
ceived a hi-point award for
overall high score on her
tumbling pass; (front row)
Paityn Maness, fifth place
tumbling, second place
trampoline, third place  dou-
ble-mini; Rhianna Maness,
fifth place tumbling, second
place trampoline, eighth
place  double-mini. Not pic-
tured Brittany Minton, sec-
ond place tumbling, third
place trampoline and fifth
place double-mini.

Tumble Extreme team places at competition

SUBMITTED PHOTO



FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Many of Kentucky's 119
public library systems could
lose much of their revenue
without legislative action in
the current session of the
Kentucky General Assembly
due to lawsuits successfully
challenging their right to in-
crease tax rates, reports The
(Lexington) Herald Leader.

The public library in Crit-
tenden County, however,
would not be among the 83
percent of Kentucky's public
libraries affected by the law-
suits that could drastically
cut annual budgets. 

"We will not be affected, at
least not directly," said Regina
Merrick, director of Critten-
den County Public Library,
adding that the local library
was not created under the
same statute as those whose
funding mechanism is in
question.

The suits affect library
boards established under
Chapter 173 of the Kentucky
Revised Statutes, which re-
quires voters to approve any
change in tax rates. For years,
as advised by the Kentucky
Department of Libraries and
Archives, the library boards
followed a separate law,
House Bill 44, passed in
1979, that allows taxing dis-
tricts to raise tax rates up to 4
percent annually without
voter approval.

In 2012, Northern Ken-
tucky taxpayers noticed the
difference between the two
laws. They separately sued
the Campbell and Kenton
county library boards. The
suits allege that HB 44 is ir-
relevant for the libraries, so

tax increases enacted since
1979 have been illegal be-
cause voters were not asked
to approve them. The suits
demand a reduction in local
library tax rates to their much
lower 1978 levels.

Circuit judges sided with
the taxpayers last spring. The
cases are before the Kentucky
Court of Appeals for review.
Other challenges are being
prepared against libraries
around the state.

Merrick said the local li-
brary taxing district was cre-
ated 54 years ago.

"It was brought before the
fiscal court by a petition to be
placed on the November 1959
ballot, where it was estab-
lished by a majority vote," she
explained.

In 1983, a letter to former
library director Gayle Alvis
from then-Attorney General
Steve Beshear offered the fol-
lowing opinion on the local li-
brary board's taxing abilities:

"(Per statute), your tax rate
should not be less than 5
cents nor more than 15 cents
on each $100 worth of prop-
erty assessed for local taxa-
tion."

The opinion was reiterated
in 1995, Merrick said.

Crittenden County's library
tax remains at only 5 cents
per $100 of assessed property
value on real and personal
property and motor vehicles.

As one example of what
might follow if the Campbell
and Kenton County lawsuits
are upheld by the appellate
court, expected to rule early
this year, Campbell County's
library is looking at a potential
56 percent cut to its $4.6 mil-
lion budget, library director
J.C. Morgan told the Cincin-
nati Enquirer in November.
Though the ruling will not
have a direct affect locally, the
impact could still be felt in
Marion.

"I am saddened that

Campbell County may be af-
fected," Merrick said. "They
and some of the other large li-
brary systems that may be af-
fected are not only important
to their districts, but serve the
rest of the state in many ways
– training sessions, interli-
brary loan materials, support.
If they go down to a bare-
bones budget, we will be af-
fected."

(Editor's note: The Herald-
Leader, The Associated Press
and The Crittenden Press con-
tributed to this story.)

Tax question won’t affect local library directly
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 We are grateful to the Men and 
Women who serve in our Armed 
Services at home and abroad.

OLD FASHIONED SERVICE IN A NEW BANKING WORLDOLD FASHIONED SERV

 FREDONIA VALLEY BANK
“119 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”

602 Cassidy Ave. • 270-545-3301
Mon.-Thur. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. • Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon • Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

EW BANKING WORLD

  LYON COUNTY BRANCH
 “Full Service Banking”

 226 Commerce St. • 270-388-2265
 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon 

Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

UNTNTNTNTY NK LY

 www.fredoniavalleybank.com

America,
Standing Free & Strong

 First Choice 
Finance. Co.

 We’re here to help!
We accommodate large & small loans

Call one of our loan offi cers today.

2111 Westerfi eld Dr., Providence, KY 

(270) 667-9389

Need To Catch Up With Your 
Bills After The Holidays? 

Have unexpected winter repair expenses?

COYOTE 
CONTEST
Night Hunt Starting at Sundown Friday, February 7 

and Will Run All Day Saturday, February 8
Check-In Will Be at 5:00 p.m. at Hodge’s

The Team With The Most Coyotes Wins 75% of Total Pot. 
Only 1 Winner, So Hunt Hard!!

PLEASE HUNT RESPOINSIBLY

$20 for 2 Man Team
Must Be Registered 
By February 7

BONNIE PUGH 
TAX SERVICE

Registered Tax Return Preparer 
5558 US Hwy. 60 East • Marion, KY 

965-2480

Income Tax 
Preparation and
Electronic Filing

KENTUCKIANA LIVESTOCK MARKET
8411 Hwy. 81 South • Owensboro, KY
DANNY FULKERSON - 270-314-2253

MIKE BAKER - 270-970-9118

HERD DISPERSAL SALE
MONDAY, JANUARY 27
50 Black Bred Heifers • 35 Black Bred Cows

said Tuesday of funding re-
quests.

Despite a recent request by
many Caldwell County resi-
dents for another public hear-
ing on the preliminary route
proposed for Phase 2 of U.S.
641, Newcom said he under-
stands from transportation of-
ficials that there will be no
such meeting scheduled. 

Meantime, construction
continues on the first section
of the U.S. 641 relocation
project in Crittenden County.
The present $18.5 million
grade and drain project in
Crittenden County extends
from just south of Marion to
the northern edge of Fredonia
near the Crittenden-Caldwell
County line. 

Phase 1 is expected to be
ready for paving late this year
or early 2015. Plans are for it
to initially be paved as a super
two-lane with the option of
converting it to four lanes
later. 

The estimated cost of the
entire, 16-mile U.S. 641 proj-
ect is about $109 million –
$39 million for the Crittenden
County section and up to $70
million for the 10-mile section
from Fredonia to Eddyville.

U.S. 641
Continued from Page 1

STAFF REPORT

Congressman Ed Whitfield,
(R-Hopkinsville) last Wednes-
day was designated as one of
the “Top 10 Lawmakers on
Energy,” according to
Chicago-based Real Clear Pol-
itics.  Whitfield, Chairman of
the House Subcommittee on
Energy and Power, is one of
two Congressmen to make the
list. 

“As head of the subcom-

mittee on energy and power,
Whitfield is Energy and Com-
merce Committee Chairman
Fred Upton’s top point man
on energy issues and is find-
ing allies in coal-state Democ-
rats," Real Clear Politics'
website read.

Whitfield has served in the
U.S. House of Representatives
since 1995. He is seeking re-
election this year and is cur-
rently unopposed.

Congressman Whitfield named
‘Top 10 Lawmaker on Energy’

By BRUCE SCHREINER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Steve Beshear pro-
posed reshuffling state funds
Tuesday night to bolster Ken-
tucky's public schools, recom-
mending a large infusion of
money for classrooms gained
from another round of budget
cuts.

Kentucky's higher educa-
tion system was among the
targets for spending cuts in
the $20.3 billion, two-year
state General Fund budget
that Beshear presented to
lawmakers.

The second-term Demo-
cratic governor outlined his
budget priorities in a speech
to a joint session of the Ken-
tucky House and Senate. It
marks the starting point for
nearly three months of hag-
gling as lawmakers craft a
budget for the two years start-
ing July 1.

As promised, Beshear
found extra money for Ken-
tucky's elementary and sec-
ondary education system by
recommending $98.6 million
in spending cuts.

"This budget proposal
strategically focuses our very
limited resources on what I
believe will deliver the greatest
return: A more highly edu-
cated population that will be-
come a more talented
workforce," he said.

Beshear proposed an extra
$189 million over current
funding for the state's main
funding formula for K-12
classrooms. The increase
would raise per-pupil spend-
ing to its highest total ever in
Kentucky, he said.

From 2000 to 2008, the
funding formula grew an aver-

age of 3.4 percent yearly, he
said. Since 2008, when the re-
cession hit, funding has been
flat, even as the state recovers
from the deep economic
downturn.

He proposed a pay raise for
teachers and other school em-
ployees – 2 percent in the first
year and 1 percent in the sec-
ond year. He also proposed
spending $36 million over two
years to expand preschool
services to serve an estimated
5,125 more 4-year-olds.

Beshear recommended
that many state agencies, in-
cluding the governor's office,
take a 5 percent budget cut in
the first year of the biennium.
Those agencies' budgets
would remain flat in the sec-
ond year.

He acknowledged the cuts
would cause more damage to
a state government that has
endured about $1.6 billion in
state spending cuts in the
past six years as tax collec-
tions plunged amid the down-
turn.

The latest cuts could result
in delayed services and possi-
ble layoffs and facility clo-
sures, he said.

He proposed a 2.5 percent
budget cut in the first year of
the budget cycle for universi-
ties, community and technical
colleges and the Kentucky
State Police. As a result, col-
leges and universities face cu-
mulative cuts of 17 percent
since the recession if the latest
cuts go through, the governor
said.

"This was one of the most
difficult choices made in this
budget, because higher edu-
cation deserves more support,
not less," Beshear said. "But

there simply is no way to cre-
ate enough money to make
the needed investments in
pre-K through 12th grade un-
less higher education is in-
cluded in the reductions."

Meanwhile, the governor
recommended authorizing
$145.5 million in agency
bonds to help finance expan-
sion projects across the Ken-
tucky Community and
Technical College System.

He said it represents the
single-largest investment in
the KCTCS system since its
formation. The two-year sys-
tem has grown to about
100,000 students at its 16
colleges and 73 campuses, he
said.

Agency bonds would fund
up to 75 percent of the proj-
ects' costs. The remaining
costs would be covered by
local communities where the
projects occur, as well as

other public or private
sources, he said.

Beshear recommended in-
vesting $60 million in General
Fund-supported bonds for the
"Bucks for Brains" program to
lure more top-notch faculty
and researchers to the state's
universities.

His budget plan also in-
cluded more than $520 mil-
lion in capital construction
projects for the state's four-
year public universities, also
backed by General Fund-sup-
ported bonds.

Those projects include a
new science building at East-
ern Kentucky University, a
health innovation building at
Northern Kentucky University
and the final phase of Murray
State University's new science
complex.

On the economic develop-
ment front, Beshear proposed
investing $100 million to
spread high-speed Internet
access to every area of Ken-
tucky. Kentucky ranks 46th
in broadband availability, and
nearly one-fourth of the
state's rural areas lack broad-
band access, the governor
said.

"Access isn't just about
being able to sign on to Face-
book," he said. "It's about
speed and capacity that allow
us to attract high-tech, knowl-
edge-based and information-
intensive businesses to
Kentucky."

Beshear said his budget
proposal reflected modest rev-
enue growth and fixed costs
the state must cover, includ-
ing a mandate to pump more
money into the government
pension system to restore its
solvency.

Beshear: Education priority of budget
Another way?

Gov. Steve Beshear on Tuesday pro-
posed bold spending cuts and a reshuf-
fling of state funds to benefit K-12
education over the next two years.
However, at the close of his budget ad-

dress to a joint ses-
sion of the House
and Senate, the gov-
ernor offered a way
to soften the blow of
cuts to higher edu-
cation and govern-
ment services.

“Now we all know
there are alternatives that would allow
a lot more progress and a lot more in-
vestment with a lot less damage to
needed services,” he said. “Yes, I�m
talking about tax modernization and ex-
panded gaming.”



� INJURY REPORT: Crittenden
guard Landon Young (pictured
above) did not play Monday at Fort
Campbell because he sustained a
mild concussion during Saturday’s
Marshall County game. He will be
out the rest of this week. However,
Rocket backup post-player Zach
Tinsley was back in the lineup in
limited action Monday after missing
a couple of games due to mononu-
cleosis.
___________________________

Fifth District Standings
BOYS

Team Overall Dist.

Trigg County 10-4 6-0
Crittenden County 5-13 4-2
Livingston Central 4-13 1-4
Lyon County 6-9 0-5

GIRLS
Lyon County 10-4 5-0
Livingston Central 9-7 4-1
Crittenden County 5-11 2-4

Trigg County 4-12 0-6

’Round the Region
Top 5 Boys’ Records in 2nd Region
1. Hopkinsville 16-2
2. Webster County 13-5
3. Trigg County 10-4
4. Madisonville 10-6
5. Caldwell County 9-5
5. Henderson County 9-5

Top 5 Girls’ Records in 2nd Region
1. University Heights 14-1
2. Henderson County 12-3
3. Union county 12-5
4. Madisonville 11-5
5. Webster County 11-7

ROCKET GAME SUMMARIES
NON-DISTRICT GAMES

Ft. Campbell 68, Crittenden 49
Crittenden County 10 12 13 14
Fort Campbell 13 13 19 13
FT. CAMPBELL – Smith, Hall-
Scott 15, Jethroe 16, McBreen,
Parks, Cole-John 14, Reeves,
Tatum 19, Grant 4, Kochpeth,
James, Parker. FG 26-53. 3-point-
ers 8-17 (Jethroe 4, Tatum 4). FT
8-19. Rebounds 36 (Cole-Jone 7).
CRITTENDEN – Owen 6, Dicker-
son 4, Hicks, Gilbert 11, Champion
2, Tinsley 3, C.Watson 10, D.Wat-
son 1, Belt 12. FG 14-44. 3-point-
ers 1-15 (Gilbert). FT 20-34.
Rebounds 37 (Dickerson 5, Owen
5).

Marshall 57, Crittenden 37
Marshall County 12 13 24 8
Crittenden County 3 12 12 10
MARSHALL –Taylor 4, Beckett, Pigg
6, English, Wooten 15, Dawson 2,
Warnick 5, Travis 4, Harvey, Renfrow
19. FG 23-40. 3-pointers 4-12 (Pigg
2, Harvey 2, Travis 2). FT 7-14. Re-
bounds 29 (Renfrow 6). 
CRITTENDEN – Owen 10, Young
3, Dickerson 2, Hicks, Gilbert 5,
Champion 5, C.Watson 7, D.Wat-
son 2, Myers, Belt 3. FG 10-31. 3-
pointers 6-20 (Owen 1, Young 1,
Gilbert 1, Watson 1, Belt 1, Cham-
pion 1). FT 11-22. Rebounds 20
(C.Watson 4).

DISTRICT GAME

Trigg 57, Crittenden 48
Crittenden County 14 10 16 8
Trigg County 15 15 9 17
CRITTENDEN – Owen 13, Young
5, Dickerson 6, Hicks, Gilbert,
Champion, C.Watson 3, D.Watson
10, Myers, Belt 11, Hadfield, Faith.
FG 16-39. 3-pointers 2-11 (Dicker-
son, Belt). FT 14-27. Rebounds 30
(C.Watson 6).
TRIGG – Gardner 17, Sholar,
Nance 14, Mayes 6, McKenzie 11,
Mabry 8, Wilson, Day 1. FG 17-38.
3-pointers 4-8 (McKenzie 2, Gard-
ner 2). FT 18-28. Rebounds 25
(Day 7).

BASKETBALL
Upcoming prep games
Crittenden County Schedule

Friday

All A Classic Second Round

Rockets vs. Caldwell County at
Dawson Springs

(Crittenden had a first-round bye)
Saturday
Class A championship, 8 p.m., at
Dawson Springs
Tuesday
Lady Rockets host Union County
Rockets host Murray
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

FOLLOW ONLINE
For Rocket basketball 24/7 
See Rocket Basketball Blog 

at The-Press.com
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

OUTDOORS
Hunting seasons

Raccoon Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Squirrel Nov. 11 - Feb. 28
Rabbit, Quail Nov. 11 - Feb. 10
Trapping Nov. 11 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Nov. 23 - Feb. 28
Duck Nov. 28 - Jan. 26
West Goose Zone Nov. 28 - Jan. 31
Pennyrile Goose Nov. 28 - Jan. 31
Crow Jan. 4 - Feb. 28
Groundhog Year Round
Coyote Year Round
Coyote Night Feb. 1 - May 31
Turkey Youth April 5-6
Spring Turkey April 12 - May 4

Coyote hunting contest
There will be a 24-hour coyote

hunting contest in Crittenden
County starting at sundown Friday,
Feb. 7 and running through 5 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 8 at Hodge’s Out-
door Sports. See store for details.

2nd best deer archery
season on the books

The last of deer and turkey sea-
sons ended Monday. The longer
bow seasons are producing
higher rewards for archers. This
year provided the second highest
harvest ever for Crittenden
County bowhunters. They took
468 whitetails. The best season
on record for the county was 2011
when 475 were taken with a bow
and arrow.

Likewise, the overall deer sea-
son was a huge success for Crit-
tenden County, with 3,032 deer
taken. That ranks Crittenden third
in the state behind Owen (4,068)
and Pendleton (3,463) counties.

Of the deer taken in Crittenden
County, just over half, 1,543 were
males.

Crittenden County
DEER HARVESTS

1993 ...........................2,357
1994 ...........................1,826
1995 ...........................1,857
1996 ...........................2,065
1997 ...........................1,874
1998 ...........................2,728
1999 ...........................2,201
2000 ...........................2,597
2001 ...........................2,272
2002 ...........................2,695
2003 ...........................2,586
2004 ...........................3,032
2005 ...........................2,593
2006 ...........................3,085
2007 ...........................2,927
2008 ...........................2,707
2009 ...........................2,549
2010 ...........................2,952
2011 ...........................2,829
2012 ...........................3,010
2013 ...........................3,032

Top Counties 2003-14
Statewide Harvest
Owen ...........................4,068
Pendleton ....................3,463
Crittenden ....................3,032
Christian ......................2,910
Graves .........................2,893

Other Area Counties
Webster .......................2,228
Livingston ....................1,731
Caldwell .......................1,644

BASEBALL
CCMS team tryouts

CCMS baseball will conduct try-
outs later this month. Anyone in-
terested in playing should contact
Todd Riley at (270) 704-0483.
This is for grades 7 and 8.

Dugout Club meeting;
expanded opportunity

The Dugout Club will meet at 2
p.m., Sunday at Rocket Arena to
begin discussing the upcoming
spring softball and baseball sea-
sons. The meeting is open to
everyone interested in youth soft-
ball and baseball.
This spring, all age divisions par-

ticipating in the Dugout Club’s
summer softball and baseball pro-
grams will be affiliated with the
league formed in conjunction with
Dawson Springs, Princeton and
Eddyville, which will provide more
opportunities in every age group.

Sports The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

The-Press.com
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Their best run in three years came
to a screeching halt Monday in the
opening round of the Class A Tourna-
ment at Caldwell County. The Lady
Rockets had won three straight games
last week – including two district vic-
tories over Trigg County – but the
party ended just before halftime at
Princeton in the annual small-school
tournament.

Crittenden missed five layups in the
first quarter at Caldwell, but managed
to stay close for eight minutes. Then,
the Lady Tigers went on a 21-3 run to
put the game out of reach. Caldwell
won 66-36 as Crittenden shot 14-for-
41 from the floor.

The Lady Rockets won almost as
many games last week – beating Trigg
twice and Dawson Springs once – as
they did in each of the previous two
seasons. After back-to-back four-win
campaigns, Coach Shannon Hodge de-
clared that her team had gotten over
the four-game hump. At 5-11 on the
season, Crittenden’s youthful girls
have several more games on the
schedule whereby victories are possi-

ble.
Crittenden’s next game, at home

Tuesday against Union County, will be
a tough one. The Lady Bravettes are
12-5 with the third best record in the
region.

ALL A CLASSIC ROUND ONE

Caldwell 66, Crittenden 36
Crittenden County 11 3 16 6
Caldwell County 18 19 17 12
CRITTENDEN – McDowell 5, C.Moss 8, Oliver 13,
Nesbitt 2, Collins 2, Evans 2, Pierce 2, K.Moss 2,
Beverly, Johnson, Lynch, Riley. FG 14. 3-pointers
2 (C.Moss, Oliver). FT 6-11.
CALDWELL – Gilkey 11, Litchfield, Fraliex 4,
Rodgers 21, Clift, Harris, McDaniels, Gilland 1,
M.Gilland 2, Loomis 17, Astin 1, Holt 9. FG 24. 3-
pointers 3 (Loomis). FT 15-24.

DISTRICT GAME
Crittenden 55, Trigg 42

Crittenden County 13 10 16 16
Trigg County 10 7  6 9
CRITTENDEN – McDowell 3, C.Moss 21, Oliver
17, Collins 5, Nesbit 3, Pierce 2, K.Moss, Lynch 4,
Riley, Johnson, Beverly. FG 22. 3-pointers 1
(Collins). FT 1-24.
TRIGG – Murphy 5, Mize 16, Russell, Stone,
Mount, Hughes 4, Gray 12, Chaney, Oliver 5. FG
17. 3-pointers none. FT 8-15.

Lady Rocket Alumni Basketball Game is Feb. 8
There will be an alumni game and reception starting at 3 p.m., Saturday,
Feb. 8 at Rocket Arena. At 6 p.m., the Lady Rockets will host Ballard Me-
morial. All alumni will be recognized between the JV and varsity games.  If
interested in playing, contact Coach Shannon Hodge at (270) 704-0593 or
shannon.hodge@crittenden.kyschools.us. 

Rocket schedule
getting no easier;
coach seeks fun
STAFF REPORT

Turning the corner into the final
month of the high school basketball
season, Rocket coach Denis Hodge
sees a number of opportunities, chal-
lenges and changes he’ll consider
down the road. 

No. 1 on his list is having fun.
“We’re in the midst of what you

might call a mid-season lull,” Hodge
explains. So, I think it’s time for me to
step back and refocus on some things.
I have 15 things on my list that I want
us to work on in practice, and some of
that will include just having fun.”

Competitive drills that keep practice
fresh and exciting are part of the skip-
per’s plans to help ease the grind of
late January and early February bas-
ketball.

The Rockets are 5-13 against what
some might call a brutal non-district
schedule for a traditionally lower-level
Second Region, small-school program.
Not only have the Rockets played three
non-district Top 5 teams from their
own region, but their worksheet also
includes matchups against Graves
County, Marshall County and May-
field, and upcoming contests with
Murray and St. Mary. All five of those
First Region foes are upper echelon
teams, averaging double-digit wins.
Graves is 17-2.

Coach Hodge was sorely disap-
pointed with Monday’s loss at Fort
Campbell.  The Falcons came into the
game with just one victory this year,
but armed with some good outside
shooting. Hodge didn’t think his team
performed up to its ability and that
started with his own preparation for
the game. The Falcons made eight
three-pointers in the contest.

“You can bet next time we won’t let
them get that many open shots from
out there,” Hodge said.

Starting two-guard Landon Young is
out of the lineup with a head injury,
which didn’t help matters against Fort
Campbell.

“We don’t play well on the road and
that’s the sign of a young team,”
Hodge said.

This season, Crittenden has actually
won more games on the road (3) than
they have at home (2); however, the
Rockets have lost nine games away
from Marion and just four at Rocket

Arena.
Hodge thinks his team is about 10

points better at home right now.
That’s par for the course with a group
that has just one returning senior in
the starting lineup, the coach ex-
plains. Despite his club’s maturity
level, Hodge thinks having the district
tournament at Marion late next month
will be a key factor in determining this
team’s destiny.

All these tough opponents, Hodge
hopes, will temper his boys’ resolve be-
fore postseason. The question,
though, is whether such a rugged
schedule will be right for the future.
The coach is not so sure.

“I need to take a hard look at our
personnel and the size of our school
then take a look at who we need to
play and who we don’t need to play in
the future,” Hodge said, hinting that a
bit softer schedule might be in order
for his program in the coming years.

The Rockets feature six juniors, but
only three are in the regular rotation –
either starting or quick off the bench.
There are just two sophomores.

For now, however, Hodge is starring
down a double-barrel shotgun with his
team set to face Caldwell County Fri-
day in the first round of the All A Clas-
sic at Dawson Springs and then at
home on Tuesday to ace Murray (7-7).

“Murray may not have as good a
record as they’re used to, but they’re
still a very solid team,” Hodge said.

And of course, Caldwell County – led
by Elijah Sindelar, Eli Pepper and Dee
Cain – are as tough as any team in the
immediate area.

Loss at Trigg tough pill to swallow
The Rockets were disappointed to

lose a close one at Trigg County Fri-
day. A win would have created a tie for
the regular-season district champi-
onship. The Rockets led by five early
and were ahead by one with about
three minutes left. 

Crittenden was ahead when senior
center Devin Belt fouled out, but Trigg
quickly took the lead and never trailed
again. Missed foul shots in the fourth
period was a problem for the Rockets.

Foul trouble kept Belt off the floor
for almost half of the game. In his ab-
sence Dakota Watson and Colby Wat-
son were left to handle the inside for
CCHS. Dakota Watson finished with a
season-high 10 points. Belt had 11
and guard Aaron Owen scored a team-
best 13.

Marshall County long and strong
Marshall County, one of the more

storied programs in all of western Ken-
tucky, came to Rocket Arena Satur-
day. The Marshals brought to bear a
long-armed, well-disciplined defense
that gave Crittenden fits early. The
Rockets settled in, and despite a lop-
sided loss, battled Marshall with in-
tensity that drew the approval of
Coach Hodge.

1,000-Point Club
Rocket senior point guard
Aaron Owen reached the
1,000-point milestone for his
career Saturday in the fourth
quarter against Marshall
County. Despite obvious at-
tempts by Marshall’s de-
fense to stop Owen, he was
able to gather most of his
team-high 10 points at the
foul line. Owen, who cur-
rently ranks 9th on the
Rockets’ all-time scoring list,
is averaging 12 points a
game. With about a dozen
games left this year, he will
likely move into the Top 5 by
season’s end.

Player Points Year

Tim Hill 1,822 00-05
Bennett Smith 1,596 68-72
Don Brasher 1,326 50-53
Greg Thurman 1,205 83-87
Casey Oliver 1,090 07-11
Lige Shadowen 1,063 55-58
Tom Wring 1,030 53-56
Spencer Cozart 1,024 75-79
Aaron Owen 1,007 09-14

PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS

Rocket basketball player Aaron Owen was honored after scoring his 1,000th career point Sat-
urday night during a game against Marshall County. Owen is a senior. He is pictured accept-
ing a game ball signed by teammates when the game was stopped for a brief celebration.

Rocket basketball coach Denis Hodge has a game plan for the last month of the
season. It will include a methodical approach to improving his young team’s ma-
turity level while having fun. Here, Hodge discusses the game’s next play during
a timeout Saturday against Marshall County.

Hodge has eye on horizon

Crittenden’s Chelsea Oliver defends Caldwell’s quick guard Lele
Rodgers during Monday’s Class A Tournament action at Princeton.
Rodgers led her team in scoring with 21 points.

Lady Rocket winning
streak stops at Class A



  for sale
Early 1900 solid oak dining table
74/44 with 5 large round legs, very
good condition. $600.  (270) 965-
3269 (1t-29-nc)
22nd Anniversary sale on
Porta/Grace number 1 metal roof-
ing, siding and trim. 40-year war-
ranty. Call for low prices. Gray’s
Carports and Building, 907 Hop-
kinsville St., Princeton, Ky. (270)
365-7495. (13t-32-p)
Quality handmade leather belts.
Made in the U.S.A. by Yoder's
Saddlery. Available at Marion Feed
Mill 501 E. Bellville St., Marion.
(270) 965-2252. (tfc)ys  

for rent
2 BR, 1 bath house, washer and
dryer hook up, $375/mo. 965-
4163. (1t-29-p)
House for rent, nightly or monthly,
fully furnished and includes utili-
ties. (270) 704-1028. (tfc)dh
2 BR mobile home, deposit and
references required. (270) 704-
0528. (tfc)mp

3 BR, 2 bath mobile home, central
heat and air, stove and refrigerator,
trash pickup, yard maintenance,
$450/mo. (270) 704-3234. (tfc)je
Creekside Apartments is taking
applications for 1, 2 and 3 BR
apartments. Within walking dis-
tance to grocery store, pharmacy,
restaurant and dollar stores. Laun-
dry room on-site. Call (270) 965-
5000 or come to the office Monday
- Friday mornings. Equal Housing
Opportunity. (tfc)

real estate
Looking for small lease on farm-
land in local area to bring family
hunting. (865) 740-7904. (2t-29-p)
Brick home for sale, 3 BR, 1 bath,
2-car attached garage, inground
pool. (270) 704-0869. (4t-31-p)
Farm property near Tolu. Prime
bottomland approx. 45 acres, ad-
ditional 16 acres plus of timber. No
realtors or agents, principles only.
(314) 548-6055. (2t-29-p)
3 BR, 1 bath home on .5 acre lot.
All electric, with central heat and
air. All black kitchen appliances
stay. 10x16 Outbuilding.   2353
Weldon Road, Marion, KY 42064.
Call (270) 853-7166. (8t-29-p)

agriculture
Hay for sale, small square grass
bales and some small bales of al-
falfa and a few rolls. (270) 704-
0932. (4t-32-c)dg
Hay for sale, good quality, square
bales $3.75; round bales $35.
(270) 704-0463. (4t-29-c)dj

wanted
Buying Indian arrowheads and ar-
tifacts, especially interested in
pipe, pottery and bannerstones.
Single pieces to entire collections.
(812) 686-3865. (52t-29/15-p)
Buying Gold & Silver-paying cash
for coins and jewelry. Free ap-
praisals, paying top prices. Call
(270) 704-1456. (12t-30-c)gh

animals
ADOPTING A PET from Crittenden
County's Animal Shelter gives an
animal a second shot at life. Ani-

mals can now be seen online at
crittendenshelter.blogspot.com.
The shelter holds animals from
Crittenden, Lyon and Livingston
counties, so be sure to check with
the shelter online or at 969-1054
for your lost or missing pet. (nc)
Purebred Great Pyrennes, male,
solid white, 8 weeks, (270) 704-
1656 or (270) 988-3278. (1t-29-p)
AKC English bulldog puppies,
(270) 335-3943 or (270) 994-3915.
(5t-30-p)

employment
River’s Bend is currently seeking 2
p.m.-10 p.m. and 10 p.m.-6 a.m.
Certified Nurse Aides. Please
apply within at 300 Beech St. Kut-
tawa, KY or call Kim Shoulders
(270) 388-2868 ext. 212. (1t-29-c)

notices
Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given that on Jan-
uary 15, 2014 Alton Dykes of 509
West Gum Street, Marion, Ky.,
42064 was appointed Administra-
tor of Betty Dykes, deceased,
whose address was 509 West
Gum Street, Marion, Ky., 42064.
Robert B. Frazer, attorney. All per-
sons having claims against said
estate are hereby notified to pre-
sent the same properly proven as
required by law to the Administra-
tor on or before the 15th day of
July, 2014 and all claims not so
proven and presented by that date
shall be forever barred. All persons
indebted to the estate of the
above-named decedent, will
please call and settle debts imme-
diately.

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-29-p)

statewide
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Win a Corvette! The National
Corvette Museum is raffling a 2014
Torch Red Stingray Coupe Thurs-
day, January 30. Tickets $10. Buy
online www.corvettemuseum.org
or at 800-538-3883.
EDUCATIONAL TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if
qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-207-2053.
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00 --
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill - Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship.
FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com1-800-578-1363
Ext.300N
FARM ITEMS
Our Sportsmen will Pay Top $$$
To hunt your land. Call for a Free
Base Camp Leasing info packet &
Quote, 1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
NOTICES
LEARN ABOUT High-Speed Inter-
net in your area and the benefits of
Internet use. Contact the Kentucky
Office of Broadband Outreach at
855-564-6680.
SERVICES
DISH TV RETAILER-SAVE! Start-
ing at $19.99/month (for 12
months.) FREE Premium Movie
Channels. Free Equipment, Instal-
lation & Activation. Call, Compare
Local Deals! 1-800-254-1095.
DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT
children $125. Includes name

change and property settlement
agreement. Save hundreds. Fast
and easy. Call 1-888-733-7165,
24/7
TRUCK DRIVERS HELP
WANTED
$1500 Spring Bonus. Hiring 3/4 or
One ton Diesel Pickup Trucks. Call
866-764-1601 or www.foremost-
transport.com
35 DRIVER TRAINEES Needed!
Learn to drive for Werner Enter-
prises! Earn $750 per week! No
Experience Needed! Local CDL
Training gets you job ready in
ASAP! 1-877-243-1812
APPLY NOW! CDL Drivers in High
Demand. Get your CDL Training in
16 days at Truck America Training
and go to work! State WIA Grants
and VA Accepted. Tuition Financ-
ing Available. 1st yr. avg. $38 -
$40,000 per ATA (502)955-6388 or
(866)244-3644
Call Now! International Truck Dri-
ving School/BIH Trucking Com-
pany Now Taking Students! No
CDL, No Problem! State WIA Pro-
gram if qualified or Financing avail-
able. 888-780-5539
www.facebook.com/itdschool
Drivers-CDL-A Train and work for
us! Professional, focused CDL
training available. Choose Com-
pany Driver, Owner Operator,
Lease Operator or Lease Trainer.
877-369-7192 www.CentralTruck-
DrivingJobs.com
FLATBED DRIVERS - New Pay
Scale - Start @ .37cpm. Up to
.04cpm Mileage Bonus. Home
Weekends. Insurance & 401K.
Apply @ Boydandsons.com. 800-
648-9915
Home Weekends. Regional
Flatbed. Guarantee Pay. Exc. Pay
& Benefits. O/Ops welcome. Call
today for details. 800-554-5661

ext. 331 www.tlxtransport.jobs
JOIN AVERITT TODAY! Dedicated
CDL-A Drivers get full benefits &
weekly hometime.855-430-8869.
Apply online: AverittCareers.com
Equal Opportunity Employer
NEEDING REGIONAL Drivers -
Come join the leading team. NDL
seeking CDL-A Solos & Teams!
Home weekends. Solos: up to
44cpm. Teams: up to 54cpm. No
Touch Freight. Excellent Medical
Plan/ Dental/ Life Insurance. 6
months Recent Verifiable Experi-
ence. 877-334-9677
www.Drive4NDL.com
New Pay-For-Experience program
pays up to $0.41/mile. Class A Pro-
fessional Drivers Call 866-722-
5112 for more details or visit
SuperServiceLLC.com
Tanker Drivers Wanted: IMMEDI-
ATE WORK! Earn up to .51cpm
plus additional pay for pump offs,
safety and Inspection bonuses! 1-
year OTR required. Call 877-882-
6537 www.oakleytransport.com
Tanker & Flatbed Company Dri-
vers/Independent Contractors! Im-
mediate Placement Available. Best
Opportunity in the Trucking Busi-
ness. CALL TODAY 800-277-0212
or www.driveforprime.com

Classifieds The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • 965.3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6

for one week, with a 10-cent charge for
each word over the initial 20. Run the
same ad for consecutive issues for only
$3 each week. Now, all regular classified
ads are placed on our Web site,
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.

You can also reach more than one mil-
lion readers with one call! Contact the
classified department for more informa-
tion about placing a 25-word classified in
70 newspapers for only $250.

It is the policy of The Crittenden Press
Inc., to fully comply with the Fair Housing
Act and to never knowingly publish ad-
vertisements that discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, disability or family status. If you
believe an advertisement published in this
newspaper is discriminatory, please con-
tact the publisher immediately at
965.3191.

All phone numbers listed for ads on
this page are within the 270 area code
unless otherwise noted.

EOE

Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilitation Center 

Has Openings For
Certified Nurse Aide Positions

Dayshift, Evenings & Midnights

Part-Time RNs and LPNs
Please apply in person at 

Crittenden County Health & Rehab with Candy Yates
Atrium Centers, LLC

Crittenden County 
Health & Rehabilitation Center
201 Watson Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-2218

270-704-0530
270-994-3143
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TRUCK DRIVERS
HENRY & HENRY, INC.

Hiring Experienced Drivers:
2 Years Experience

Good Driving Record
Pass DOT Drug Screen

Competitive Pay Package:
6 Paid Holidays
Paid Vacation

Retirement Plan
Home Weekends

Company Paid Health Insurance
Apply at 

HENRY & HENRY, INC.
207 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY

or Call 270-965-4514

The
Crittenden
Press

Visit Us Online at 
www.the-press.com



STAFF REPORT

It’s been 15 years since
the effort to save a 100-plus-
year-old, defunct railroad
bridge across the Tradewater
River was started. Today, the
span hasn’t looked better
since a train last rubbled
across her tracks.

Built in 1887 by the Ohio
River Valley Railroad, the
Blackford Veterans Memorial
Bridge is now part of the
Blackford Walking Trail that
connects the Webster County
community of Blackford with
the Veterans Walk of Honor
in Crittenden County. 

The decking of the pedes-
trian bridge has been in dis-
repair the last few years. Last
week, however, work was fin-
ished on a brand new walk-
way across the span that
should outlast most of those
responsible for saving the
bridge from obscurity.

“It will be there when I’m
gone,” said Brent Wither-
spoon, the Crittenden
County man who ramrodded
the effort beginning in 1999
to save the bridge after it was
abandoned along with the
railroad itself.

Webster County Judge-
Executive Jim Townsend
said the pressure-treated
lumber used for the decking
should last a half-century,
unlike the first decking put
down in 2006. Due to poor
construction and inferior
wood, Townsend said, that
walkway began deteriorating
soon after it was finished. It
fell into such a state of disre-
pair that the bridge was
closed, though people still
continued to cross.

“The job is done right this
time,” Townsend said.

“I’m grateful for it,” With-
erspoon said. “And I’m sure
Blackford is grateful for it.”

Despite the bridge strad-
dling the Crittenden-Webster
County line, Webster County
paid for the entire $330,000-

plus project to replace the
decking. It was paid for, in
part, through a financial set-
tlement with the company
who installed the first deck-
ing.

When the trail was first
established, the fiscal courts
in both counties worked to
see the walking trail through
to completion. Crittenden
County maintains the trail-
head and veterans memorial
on the western side of the
Tradewater River.

L.D. Construction of Wick-
liffe began putting down the
new deck in November.
Though work is complete, in-
cluding handrails across the
entire span, Townsend said
there still remains cleanup
and work to repair the paved

walking trail that was
scarred by a trackhoe used in
the construction.

The bridge decking was
constructed not only for
pedestrian use, but was also
built to standards to handle
emergency vehicle traffic,
cutting down on the time it
would take to respond to or
from the Blackford area. 

“It’s wide enough for a fire
truck and ambulance to
cross,” Townsend said,

Despite the designation,
the judge-executive knows
that residents of both coun-
ties will cross in their per-
sonal vehicles. No barricades
are planned to limit traffic,
however.

“It’s safe enough to cross if
people have to,” he said.

to Alabama. Leslea, who holds
a college minor in photogra-
phy, was able to document
many of the re-enactments on
camera.

She said Castle’s initial in-
quiry was surprising. 

“I couldn’t believe that
someone had thought enough
of my photos to want to in-
clude them in their book,” she
said. “Especially, since he was
from England, considering
that is where the history from
this time period originates.
For us, British re-enactors,
England is the ‘Mother Coun-
try,’ so that just made it even
more special.” 

Castle had two Facebook
pages of photographs from
which to select. One chosen
for the book included a re-en-
actment at Fort Massac in
which Adam is depicted.
Leslea attributes the family’s
interest in re-enactments to
Adam, who started participat-
ing in Civil War re-enactments
when he was 14 years old at
Land Between the Lakes. 

“They were a great set of
guys that loved history and
the outdoors,” Adam recalls of
his fellow re-enactors. “I love
to re-enact, and now, my
whole family can enjoy it with
me, and that is great. We can
go for the weekend and just
slow down and enjoy one an-
other’s company without all of
today’s distractions. Plus, we
all get to see and learn new
things about our country’s
history.”

Most individuals involved
in re-enactments belong to a
civilian group carrying mili-
tary designations. Adam’s
unit is the First Virginia Hoggs

Co., a French and Indian War
re-enactment group based in
western Kentucky. 

“We research all aspects of
the unit from uniforms and
the materials they were made
of to the weapons and tactics
they used,” he said. “This
sounds like a lot of work, but
it is really fun trying to re-
search all of this with your
family and friends. We learn
from one another. The re-en-
actment is the end result of it
all, and it makes learning and
the outdoors fun.”

Leslea enjoys photograph-
ing the re-enactments as they
take place and bringing his-
tory to life for friends and fam-
ily across the United States
and England. 

“It is just really fun to
watch the events and battles
take place and to photograph
them as they happen and try

to pull out the highlights and
bring history to life through a
photograph for others to
enjoy. Also, the re-enactors re-
ally like to see pictures of
themselves in the events, too,”
she said. 

Having recently received a
copy of Castle’s book, Leslea
said she was thrilled someone
wanted her work to use for
publication. 

“It is really a great honor to
have my photographs pub-
lished,” she said. “I would one
day like to put together a book
with a collection of my re-en-
actment photos. So, to already
have some published is awe-
some. I hope this might open
the door to have more of my
work published or make my
own book a reality someday.” 

Castle’s book is available
for purchase at major retail
outlets and online.
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WE HAVE A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR WORSHIP!
COME JOIN US AT

MARION BAPTIST CHURCH
STARTING JANUARY 26, 8:15 A.M.

Marion Baptist Church is offering a new contemporary service at 8:15 a.m. on Sunday 
Mornings starting January 26! We’re excited about this new addition, and we hope you’ll 
find it is the perfect opportunity to join us. This service will be casual (dress casual and 
comfortable) and feature contemporary, upbeat music led by MBC Praise Team. We invite 
you to join us. You’ll find our church has hopeful and relevant messages, awesome chil-
dren’s programs, exciting youth programs and new friends who will be pleased to meet 
you! Come join us – it’s a great time to visit! 

Sunday A.M. Services: 
New Contemporary Service 8:15 A.M.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Regular Service 10:45 A.M.

Marion Baptist Church
131 E. Depot Street, Marion, KY

270-965-5232
www.marionbaptistchurch.com
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I believe the detention center is an asset to our county.

Your next jailer needs to be:

I look forward to discussing these and other issues 
regarding the Crittenden County Detention 
Center during the coming campaign season. 

I would appreciate your vote and support.

Mike 
McConnell

Candidate for Crittenden County Jailer

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE

Photos may be emailed to 

information@the-press.com 125 East Bellville Street, Marion, Kentucky

Special pet feature 

appearing in our 

February 13 edition of 

The Crittenden Press.
$10

Amazing, touching and 

humorous pet stories are 

also accepted at no charge.

     The 

Crittenden Press
r�r�s� TM�

Crittenden Countian Leslea Barnes’ photography has

earned her publication in a non-fiction book about the

French and Indian War. Barnes says she tries to capture re-

alities of the French and Indian War through her photos

taken at re-enactments like the one above.

BARNES
Continued from Page 1

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TA BOR, THE PRESS

Workers put the finishing touches earlier this month on the
new decking of the Blackford Veterans Memorial Bridge span-
ning the Tradewater River that divides Crittenden and Webster
counties. The bridge, orginally built for a railroad in 1887, is
part of the Blackford Walking Trail.

Blackford Walking Trail bridge
complete with new decking
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